
 

 

     

We have received an overwhelming amount of parents and carers in the last few months, all looking 
to move their children to Bilbrook Middle School from a wide range of areas. It's a testament to the 
hard work of the staff at Bilbrook that so many people are now seeing us as the school of choice. We 
will, though, maintain our central ethos by sticking to our maximum intake and of not getting too big. 
We will still ensure that we know each and every child as an individual and that we build long 
standing and effective relationships with our parents and carers.  

Last week, Year 6 experienced the joy of SATs. We know that some students can feel a little bit 
under pressure when they sit any exam but we ensure that they understand that these exams, 
whilst important (ish!) do not define them as an individual. We know that their development as a 
kind and positive member of the community says far more about them than any exam ever will.  

As we move into the second half of the summer term, the next half term  will be ram packed with a great range of 
activities and learning opportunities. I look forward to sharing news about these in the next newsletter. 
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BILBROOK UPDATE 

It has been a particularly busy half term at Bilbrook Middle School with the children having lots of exciting opportunities to 
further their learning in all areas - mind, body and spirit.  As a school we are always looking to improve and we have had a a 
big push on improving reading outcomes for children.  A simple yet incredibly effective strategy that we have employed is 
that every child reads for 15 minutes each day. When we multiply it out, it's an extra 1 hour and 15 minutes a week and over 
the academic year, our children will have increased their reading miles by almost 50 hours! We are already seeing a huge 
impact as children are now desperate to continue reading and get the next novel in a series of books.   

We have continued to welcome visitors into school, including Louise Evans from Attend who delivered an assembly on 
Healthy Eating and our local PCSOs who continue to educate the children on how to stay safe.   
Students in Year 8 were given the opportunity to have a mock interview with Mrs Bakewell of Smile Education.  This was a 
great experience as it provided students with an insight into the world of work and allowed them to let their light shine in a 
different context.  We are very thankful to Mrs Bakewell for giving up her time and enable our students to develop critical life
-skills.   

 01902 840910    www.bilbrook middle.com     office@bilbrook.staffs.sch.uk        

For regular updates follow our social media pages : Facebook @bilbrookcemiddle  

and on Twitter @bilbrookmiddle                                       

PCSO Visit - Knife Crimes 

At Bilbrook we are passionate about keeping our children safe.  We also know how important it is to educate the children so 
that they can keep themselves safe.  With this in mind, we invited PCSO Tom Evans into school to discuss 
knife crime.  Unfortunately, this is part of the world that we live in and whilst I must stress that we have 
not encountered any issues with knife crime at Bilbrook, we believe that education is part of the 
preventative measures that we must take.  

Staffordshire Police is calling on partners, parents, schools and the wider community to come together in 
support of a national operation to tackle the issue of knife crime, which can have massive consequences on 
any family that it effects.  

For more information visit the Staffordshire Police website on  “Working Together to Tackle Knife Crime”  

Alun Harding 

Executive Headteacher 
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BILBROOK HEALTHY EATING 

Louise Evans from Attend delivered a school assembly on Healthy Eating and 
Drinking. She spoke about the importance of various food groups to have a well 
balanced diet -  fruit and vegetables, starchy foods, diary, protein etc., also 
how we need to be drinking 6-8 drinks a day. 
 
Fruit or vegetables should be served at every meal. Make it easy to 
choose healthy snacks by keeping fruits and vegetables on hand and ready 
to eat. Other good snacks include low-fat yogurt, peanut butter and celery, or 
whole-grain crackers and cheese. ... Serve water and low-fat milk as a healthier 
option. 
 
Louise spoke about food and drinks that are high in fats and/or sugar and why 
we need to limit our intake of these products, this includes the drinking of 
energy drinks which are banned in school.   
 
A BBC report states that "The Government are proposing that 

the sale of energy drinks could be banned in England to anybody under 18, amid fears they are damaging 
children's health"  

 
FIZZY DRINKS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN SCHOOL 

 

 

From Wednesday 3rd till Friday 5th April myself, Mrs. Weaver and a 
group of Year 8 students embarked on a residential trip to Culmington 
Manor.   
 
Hidden away in the Corvedale Valley, located close to the Welsh borders 
and 9 miles from the historic town of Ludlow,  
 
Culmington Manor offers exceptional facilities in an area of outstanding 
natural beauty in the South Shropshire countryside. The estate provides 
a safe and secure environment for schools to enjoy outdoor pursuits. 
The grounds consist of woodlands, fields, and gardens inhabited by an 
abundance of wildlife. 
 
It is the first time we have visited this outdoor centre and we were 

extremely impressed with the food, accommodation, activities and staff. 
Year 8 took part in fencing, underground mazing, abseiling, rifle shooting, 
rock climbing, obstacle courses and much more. During our time at 
Culmington Manor we had to endure rain, snow, hail, thunder and lightning 
but that didn’t stop us having an amazing time and getting stuck in.   

All had a great time and made memories that will no doubt last a lifetime. 
The children were all extremely well behaved and I look forward to going 
again next year! 

 

Mr. Bakewell and  

Mrs Weaver 



 

 

 

 

Half Term School Holiday Activities for May 2019 
 

Plant Sale & Fishing Equipment Sale Day 
 The Albrighton Trust is holding its annual Plant Sale day on the 12th May 11am – 3pm. 
We have a selection of vegetable and flowering plants for sale, along with handcrafted garden items and good quality second hand fishing tackle 
for sale.  We have a selection of Art Work from local artists to view or purchase. 
BBQ and Refreshments are available. We are also open for fishing, if you would like to book a fishing peg, please contact us on 01902 372441 or 
email moat@albrightontrust.org.uk. 
  

May Half Term Activities 
 Tuesday 28th May—Creative Crafts 
 Create your own light up mini Aquarium to take home. All materials and equipment supplied. Sessions 10am & 1pm, £5 per participant 
 Wednesday 29th May—Wild about Nature 
 Come join us for a fun – ‘Wild About Nature’ session. Enjoy playing fun games which encourage teamwork and communication skills.  Take home 
activities using natural materials.  Learn fire lighting Skills and willow weaving made into fish and stars. 10am & 1pm, £5 per participant. 
 Thursday 30th May—Coached Angling 
 Coaches available to help novice and inexperienced anglers, they will learn how to put bait on a hook, cast a line, land a fish, unhook a fish safely 
and return the fish safely in the water.   Equipment supplied – 10am & 1pm sessions. £5 per participant. 
(Prior Booking Essential for all sessions) 

 
Contact us on: 01902 372441 or Email: moat@albrightontrust.org.uk 

The Albrighton Trust, Blue House Lane, Albrighton WV7  3FL 

As part of our annual agreement with Staffordshire Performing Arts, Bilbrook enjoyed a 
live music performance put on by some of the peripetetic teachers who visit schools. 
This year, we enjoyed a rock bank, comprising of guitar, keyboard and drums. Each 
demonstrated the different sounds and  timbres that can be  achieved on each of the 
instruments. 

The purpose of the performance is to encourage more students to take up learning. 

Individual and small group tuition is available in school. If you are interested in taking up 

the opportunity to learn to play an instrument, please contact reception for more 

details. 

“Let Your Light Shine” Window 
Earlier this year, the school ran a competition for students to design a stained glass 
window with the prize being of their design being created.   

The entries were amazing and it was an incredibly difficult decision to narrow them 
down and, in the end, proved too difficult to choose just one. Luckily, the incredibly 
talented Mr Mark Long said that he would be able to make a larger window that could 
incorporate 5 winning designs.  With the help of Mr Long, Reverend Simon and Miss 
Keane, the winning designs were chosen: Rico Morris, Kadi Tattersall, Emma Long, 
Lance Howell and Louise Brain. With the winning designs in hand, Mr Long has been 
busy working away creating a stunning piece of artwork.  The stained glass window 
has now been mounted and Bishop Clive Gregory will be joining us later this term to 
officially open the window.  A truly incredible way our community has been able to let 
it's light shine.  

We would like to say a huge “thank you” to  Mr Long for giving us our new stained 
glass window which can now be seen in school fully lit.   
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Please visit our website for confirmation of these events as they unfold. We look forward to seeing  you at our various 

events. www.bilbrookmiddle.com 

 Dates for Your Diary—Summer 2019 

Wednesday 5th June Whole school—Readathon 

Tuesday 11th June Year 6 Safe & Sound at Penkridge Fire Station 

Wednesday 19th June Maths Challenge Day 

Wednesday 26th  June Induction Day 1 and Year 8 Taster Day at CHS 

New Year 5 Induction Evening 6 to 7pm 

Year 8 Taster evening for parents at Codsall High 

Monday 1st July Movie Night 3.15 to 5.00pm (tbc) 

Tuesday 2nd July Bilbrook Sports Day 

Wednesday 3rd July Induction Day 2 and Year 8 Taster Day at CHS 

Thursday 4th  July Year 5 Full reports  Year8 EOY Review Grades to parents 

Friday 5th July Middle School Sports Festival at CHS 

Tuesday 9th July Reserve Sports Day 

Thursday 11th July Year 8 Graduation Evening 

Friday 5th July Middle School Sports Festival at CHS 

Friday 12th July Year 6 Full Reports and SATs 

Tuesday 16th July Moving On Service 

Thursday 18th July Year 8 Drayton Manor visit 

22nd July to 30th August SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 2nd September INSET DAY 

Tuesday 3rd September Start of Autumn Term 

Tuesday 10th September Whole School Photographs 

Thursday 19th September Opening Evening 6.00 to 8.00pm 

Monday 23rd September PSA Committee meeting 3.15pm - New members welcome 

Friday 27th September INSET DAY 

SATs -   

Well done to all of our Year 6 pupils who completed all their SATs last week. Everyone came to 
school early each day for our breakfast and revision club, preparing themselves for four days of 
tests. Pupils have worked incredibly hard this year and thoroughly deserve the best results they are 
capable of getting.  

Test results will be published with reports in July.  

http://www.bilbrook.staffs.sch.uk

