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Newsletter – Easter 2022
Dear Parent / Carers
I can't quite believe we are at the end of the Spring term. In some ways the weeks since
Christmas have flown by and in other ways it has been a challenging term. Changing CoVid
rules and expectations of students have proven to have tested our mettle but I am, as ever,
proud of the way in which both our staff and students have responded. The resilience they
have shown has been fantastic. I think we all hope for a brighter and easier summer term.
Since Christmas our Federation of schools has grown to four with the inclusion of St
Alun Harding
Chads First School in Pattingham. It's been a really useful learning experience for me as I
Executive
Headteacher
have had very little to do with EYFS and Key Stage 1 children over my career. I'm hoping
Codsall High Federation of
that my experience at this stage will be added to with the addition of Lane Green First
School to our organization from June of this year. The consultation docuSchool
ment has been sent out to all parents and the process will close not long
after the Easter break. Lane Green First School already works
very closely with Bilbrook Middle and it will be fantastic to have this relationship strengthened
still further.
I will finish with my traditional Easter message - don't eat too much chocolate and be safe!

We are very excited to have linked with Le
collège La Providence. It is in Olivet. It is in the
north of France and in the South West of Paris.
It is about one hundred and fifty kilometres
from Paris and is situated by the river Le Loiret.
This school has children the same age range as
ours who are very interested in starting to
email students here.

We have also linked with another school Sablons de St Pryvé St
Mesmin. This school is in the town that Codsall/Bilbrook are
twinned with. They have children aged 11 and 12 who we are
linking up with children around the same age in Bilbrook Middle
to be able to start emailing .

F o r Yo u r I n f o r m at i o n . . .
MESSAGE FOR PARENTS

Bilbrook Book Swap

As we are approaching the summer
term and the weather is getting
warmer, it is important that the
children are kept hydrated
throughout the day.

To promote our love for reading we have introduced
the Bilbrook Book Swap!
Situated at the front of school one of our old
bookcases has been upcycled and filled with a range of
books with the idea being that children can exchange
books / donate books that they no longer read. If you
do not have a book to swap but see one that you’d like
to read, please feel free to borrow it.

Please can you ensure that your
child is bringing a bottle of
water to school every day,
as we are having an
increasing number of
students coming to school
without a drink. Thank you!

Come along and take a look and see what you fancy
reading next!

CANAL SAFETY As the weather begins to improve the draw to our canals for walks and cooling down increases. Severn Trent Water recently
delivered an online assembly to students to highlight the dangers and hopefully improve their knowledge and understanding of open water
safety.
· Inland water can be as cold as two degrees, even in summer. Cold water can seriously affect the strength and stamina of even the strongest
and most confident swimmers. It can also cause ‘cold water shock’ which can lead to sudden loss of consciousness and drowning. Prolonged
periods in cold water can also lead to hypothermia.
· Reeds and other plant life can get tangled around limbs and keep you in the water
· Litter, like shopping trolleys, can trap you as well as cause injury
· Depth perception—it could be much shallower than you expect it to be which could cause serious harm if someone jumps in and can be much
deeper than expected in other areas
· There are waterborne diseases such as Leptospirosis (Weil’s disease)
The presentation showed us lots of helpful resources available to help inform pupils about the dangers
around canals. We all want to enjoy the warmer weather, but our advice is not to be tempted to cool off by
swimming unsupervised in open waters.

Year 5 visited Holy Cross Church on 30th March to meet with Reverend Simon to explore Communion and
its importance to the Christian faith. Pupils saw the articles used to perform Communion , including the
chalice and Demi even tried the communion bread! Pupils learnt how Holy Communion is linked to the Last Supper and the
actions of Jesus. Malachi gave some wonderful answers recalling the story of the Last Supper. Pupils asked some amazing
questions and we look forward to visiting Reverend Simon again in the near future.
As Easter approaches, as Christians we recall the events leading up to Christ’s crucifixion during Holy Week and then at
Easter we celebrate that Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday in order to fulfil the prophecy, that Jesus himself
made, that he would rise up on the third day. The Resurrection reminds us of the need to celebrate ‘new life’, the new life of
Christ, but also in our own lives and surroundings. It is a time when we remember that Spring and rebirth is associated with
the countryside ‘waking up’ after winter. Maybe this is a time when we could all recall ‘new things’ and breathe ‘new life’ into
our own lives and those of the people around us.

CONTACT US
Tel: 01902 840910
Email: office@bilbrookmiddle.com

IMPORTANT — In line with safeguarding procedures, please
inform the school of any change to your child’s emergency
contact details and any new telephone numbers.

Follow our social media pages to keep up to date with school news and events, as well as updates and
photos of how our students are letting their ‘light shine’.

@bilbrookcemiddle

@bilbrookmiddle

Check out our
updated website on
bilbrookmiddle.com

Young Writers’ Award In February, some of our students attended the
Wolverhampton Young Writers’ Award ceremony.
We are very proud to tell you that in every eligible category students from Bilbrook
CE Middle won either runner up or winner. The children had to write a 400 word
story about a journey. Over 300 children entered across 6 schools!
The results were:
Y4/Y5 Runner up - Emma T
Y6 Runner up - Jessie S
Y7 Winner - Ted B
Y8 Winner - Ben R
Well done to all the students for letting their
light shine and thank you to Wolverhampton
Grammar School Official for hosting the event.

On 23rd March, Year 8 embarked on a residential trip to Culmington Manor in Shropshire. Accompanied by
myself and Mrs. Weaver, Year 8 spent 3 days and 2 nights working together, living independently and trying
new sports and activities.
During their time away the students participated in underground caving, abseiling, archery, initiative
exercises, obstacle courses, bivouac building, camp craft, rock climbing and fencing.
Zak managed the army crawl in less than 3 seconds, Connor attempted every activity (no matter how muddy he
got), Jensen’s natural leadership was shown during the underground maze and Ben’s “can do” attitude saw him
complete the spider crawl after his third attempt. Championing the girls, Shae conquered her fear of heights
during the abseiling session, Ellena was a champion fencer and Demi was like a ninja warrior over the obstacle
course.
It was a privilege to attend the trip with you and see your successes and the resilience to not give up. The
highlight was team Weaver winning the bivi building competition.
We were very fortunate with the weather as we had three days of warm weather and sunshine.
The students had an amazing time and were excellently behaved; they truly let their light shine!
Well done, Year 8!
Mr. Bakewell and Mrs. Weaver

INTERHOUSE HANDBALL RESULTS
RESULTS
YEAR 5
YEAR 6
7SL
7HB
Special mention to:
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Finn in Year 5 for some awesome saves in goal!
Thomas in Year 6 for being very helpful and a great team player!
Mia in 7SL a great team player, being happy and great goal keeping skills!
Dane in 7HB a great all round team player and some great tackling skills!

On 14th March, Year 7 and 8 Girls went to Aldersley stadium to take part in the Staffordshire County Cricket competition. The girls did amazingly
well - only losing one game by 2 runs.
Shae won Woman of the Match for supporting the team and great bowling! Special mention also goes to Scarlett, who did an amazing one
handed catch, which resulted in getting the opponents best batter out.
Students were a delight to take and really let their light shine by showing great sportsmanship
towards their team mates and other teams too. Well done!

“Girls Cricket Team”
In March, students had the opportunity to meet GB Olympic Swimmer, Joe Roebuck,
through Sports for Schools!
Joe’s swimming careers began with “Learn to Swim” classes when he was a child. Joe
made his international senior debut at the European Championships in Hungary 2006,
where he competed in the 200m and 400m butterfly. His hard work paid off and in
2012 Joe was the only British swimmer to qualify for three individual events at the
London Olympics.
Students took part in a fun sponsored fitness circuit alongside Joe to help raise money to develop sports and PE at Bilbrook as
well as helping to support GB athletes to inspire the next generation. In total we raised a staggering £748!
One student who found the day
particularly inspiring was Y7 student
Matt who currently swims competitively
for Wolverhampton Swimming Team.

Y8 “Learning to dive”

On Friday 18th March our school had the chance to really make a difference to people’s lives by taking part in
Red Nose Day for Comic Relief. Everyone got involved and wore their brightest red clothing or accessories and
purchase one of the wildest bunch of Red Noses yet sold by our school council.
This year's event is about the power of humour and reuniting the country through comedy. All whilst raising funds to help
fight issues like homelessness, domestic abuse, poverty and mental health problems that have been severely impacted by the
coronavirus pandemic.
The day offered a learning opportunity to explore the issues facing young people across the world, and how the money we
raise can help. We also can't wait to go on our postponed local litter pick and give back to our community.
However much or little we raised, we’re helping change lives in the UK and across the world. In total we raised nearly £100!
We really appreciate your support and thank you for all your donations.

World Book Day changes lives through a love of books and shared reading. The
mission is to promote reading for pleasure, offering every child and young person
the opportunity to have a book of their own.
Spending just 10 minutes a day reading and sharing stories with children can make a crucial difference to their future
success and it’s fun for all involved. That’s why World Book Day continues to encourage children and young people to
read for pleasure through its work with authors, illustrators, publishers, bookshops and libraries.
Students have celebrated #WorldBookDay22 this year by wearing
pyjamas or comfy clothes! As well as a book token, students have
also been given a book to take home! We want to see more
children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and
the improved life chances this brings them.

We signed up to the Big Walk and Wheel which ran from 21
March - 1 April. The aim is to encourage youngsters to be
more active.
On each day of the challenge schools compete to see who can
record the greatest number of pupils walking, using a wheelchair, scooting or cycling to school. A school’s best five days
will determine their final position and schools at the top of
their leaderboards will receive an exclusive Sustrans Big Walk
and Wheel certificate.

Year 5 have been studying a river's journey over the past term and during
one of the lessons they made their own version. They looked at the source
of a river and how it travelled through the upper, middle and lower courses
and finally the mouth. They changed the gradient at the source and
investigated how that changed the speed of the river. pupils had to create
a meander in the river and explain how
they were formed.

Year 5 creating their own river!
On Wednesday 9th March, Years 5 and 6 travelled to Birmingham to watch a play
adaptation of The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe performed at The Alexandra
Theatre. This linked to work they have done previously in English lessons about
the classic C.S. Lewis story.
Children's enjoyed seeing the story come to life before their eyes and seeing how
the story ended. The clever use of scenery and puppetry also added to the overall
impact of the play. A great show!

The winning design
by Taylor in
Year 6
Well Done!!

This term we have done a germination experiment with broad bean seeds.
We put them in a plastic food bag with some kitchen roll which we put water in.
Over 2 weeks they began to germinate and are now are out in the garden . We are
also growing herbs and sunflowers in the classroom ready to put out in the
garden.

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.
Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girlguiding groups,
villages, cities, counties, schools and corporates have been encouraged to play
their part and “Plant a tree for the Jubilee” to enhance our environment and
create a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership of the Nation, which will
benefit future generations.
On Tuesday 29th March it was a cold morning to start with but the sunshine did
come out in time for 14 students from Bilbrook Middle to join Gary Burnett, from
Bilbrook Parish Council and The Forest of Mercia Project, to plant 100 trees on
the local skate park site. The project provides tree planting and environmental
education to improve health, wellbeing and educate everyone on the importance
of planting tress and how to plant them in the best way to ensure they get the
best growth.
As well as inviting the planting of new trees, The QGC will dedicate a network of
70 Ancient Woodlands across the United Kingdom and identify 70 Ancient Trees
to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of service.

Join our #BigBagChallenge
Keep Britain Tidy believes that every act to protect the environment, no matter how small, makes a
difference. And so, when hundreds of thousands of #LitterHeroes all join forces and take the
same action at the same time, the difference we make is huge.
Back for its seventh year, the 2022 Great British Spring Clean takes place 25 March – 10 April.
This year the message is simple. Join our #BigBagChallenge and pledge to pick up as much litter as
you can during the campaign. You might choose to pick up just one bag, or you could set yourself a
#BigBagChallenge!
On Wednesday 30th March, 7SL took up the challenge, with help from the Friends of Bilbrook, to
clean up the local Bilbrook area of rubbish. We collected 8 bags of rubbish in just over an hour.
We found an empty packet of crisps that had been littering the ground since 2008!
British Science Week is a celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.
The theme for 2022 is 'Growth'! A fitting theme for what has been a turbulent time for
all of us, 'Growth' links with multiple areas across these subjects. Growth can mean so
many things, growth in our world and the environment around us, growth in humans or
animals, evolution, biodiversity, or even engineering and construction.
During the week we spent some time looking and thinking about the stereotype of a
‘scientist’. We explored how this stereotype is outdated and currently there is a diverse
range of people working in Science and engineering, in many different roles. We tried to
build the tallest tower from spaghetti and mini marshmallows, we designed a planet
friendly burger and some of us explored how the compact Roche designs medicines.
All in all a very interesting week!

Conflict in the Ukraine

As a school community, we wanted to offer our support to those
affected by the current conflict in Ukraine. As a school we set up a Collection Hub for pupils and families to
donate supplies that will help those in need. The Hub ran for a week before we organised for the supplies to be
transported to Telford where they will then get shipped out to those in need. We were inundated with goods
including:
Bottled Water
First Aid Kits / bandages / antiseptic cream / sterile dressings / vitamins
Toiletries, including Soap, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, feminine products
Plasters, Bandages, Dressings, Antiseptic Wipes, face masks.
Baby items Calpol, formula and Baby Food, Baby Bedding and Blankets, New baby Clothes, Nappies, wet wipes
Non-perishable and dried food goods and instant food goods that are made with boiling water.
Thermal vests, gloves, warm hats, gloves
We are extremely grateful for all your generosity!
As the conflict continues, we know that our children are asking
questions and may have worries and concerns. There are a number
of resources listed below that you may find useful in supporting
discussions with your child:
https://www.childline.org.uk/.../worries-about-the-world/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
https://www.familyeducation.com/.../talking-children...

Miss Schubert
Head of 5ES
Well, it's certainly been a very busy
Spring term! Year 5 have really
started to apply themselves more in
all lessons and good progress has
been made.

listening skills. During our Maths lessons, children have
worked really hard to solve fraction problems - I've
been really impressed with their resilience.
Year 5 have also started their Forest School sessions
with Mrs Ward this term as well as swimming lessons;
both will continue after Easter.
Another fantastic term Year 5. Thank you to every
single one of you for continuing to work hard and
'Letting Your Light Shine' wherever you are.

I hope you all have a happy and safe Easter holiday.
We have had quite a few visits this term including our
Enjoy your break and let's keep up the good work during
trip to the mosque where children were both curious and our final term of Year 5.
respectful at the same time. We also travelled to
Birmingham to see The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe performed on stage after studying the story
in class. Year 5's behaviour was excellent on both of
these visits and again, their enthusiasm and
excitement during the theatre visit was lovely to
witness.
In English, children have worked really hard and are
starting to embed Year 5 skills into their writing such as
relative clauses and parenthesis. They also WOWED
staff during a whole class debate this half-term,
showing their increasing confidence in speaking and

Miss Schubert

a VIP party!

Miss Keene
Head of 6AK
Yay - some normality at last! You have
worked so hard this term and have shown
real resilience. It has been great seeing you
all take pride in your work. We have had
such a fun filled term - especially during our
trip to see The Lion the Witch and The Wardrobe; what a treat! Once
again you have been super generous with your donations to Red Nose
Day and I know every penny will really make a difference to people’s
lives. So thankyou for being so lovely.
Please use this half term to enjoy some time with your family and try
and enjoy some time to relax, reflect on the positives and think about
what or who you are thankful for. I just want to say a massive thank
you to you all for being absolute stars, staying as positive as you can
and always making us all laugh when we all need it.
I would also, of course, like to say a massive well done to all of Y6AK
members that managed to collect 75,150, 225 house points, which
meant that they could come into school in their own clothes and enjoy

It is always a challenge choosing the ‘Let Your Light Shine Award’ every
week as you are all shining so brightly. I would like to congratulate all
the students in Y6AK who have already received it so far this school
term, you are all doing a fab job so keep it up! It has been lovely this
year in particular giving you guys the voice and choosing who receives
the award at the end of each half term, it really shows how much you
all care and look out for one another.
Have the best Easter!
Rest up for the SAT’s challenge when you come back!
Happy Easter to all of you and your families!

Miss Keene

Miss Lymer
Head of 7SL
What a hectic term it has been, it is the first term that feels like we are finally starting to get back to
normal. Overall attendance has been strong this term and there has been less working from home.
There have been many visitors in school this term from an Olympic athlete to a rock band.
This term 7SL have worked incredibly hard across the board, there has been a huge amount of house
points awarded and some fantastic work produced throughout all their subjects. Many students have
also had their non uniform day for being awarded 150 house points; this is brilliant to see. We have
also done some fundraising within school with the Ukraine Appeal and the Sports Fundraiser where
many students in 7SL received a wrist band for how much they raised – well done!
Their attitude towards learning has been amazing since being back in the classroom here at Bilbrook.
Their behavioural record has been incredible over the course of this term. I hope this continues into
the summer term and into Year 8 which is when students will enter their final year at Bilbrook Middle.
I hope all of you have a brilliant Easter and spend time with family and friends, make sure you take the
opportunity to have a well-deserved rest so you are ready for your final term of this school year.

Miss Lymer

Mr Bakewell
Year of 7HB
I think this is the first term in a long time where I feel things are finally starting to get back to
normal. Attendances are on the rise, less of us are working from home and we have enjoyed so
many activities, trips and visitors in school which has been so nice to be a part of.
During this term Year 7HB have worked extremely hard, not just for themselves, but for one another. They
have earned a huge amount of housepoints, produced some amazing work across all subjects and contributed towards some
really deserving charities. I was particularly impressed with the amount of donations from 7HB for the Ukraine appeal. The
compassion and willing to give to others is one of the things that make both 7HB and the school as a whole such an amazing
place to learn and work.
I also want to mention how amazing the attitude towards learning has been since we have been back in the classroom here at
Bilbrook. The children work hard in every lesson and their behavioural record over the course of this academic year is incredible.
I hope this continues into the summer term and then again into Year 8 where the students enter their final year at Bilbrook
Middle.
Have a great Easter. Enjoy the time spent with friends and family and make sure you get plenty of rest and
recuperation, ready for the final term of the school year.
Mr. Bakewell

Mrs Weaver
Head of 8EW

Weaver winning the bivi building competition.
To those who stayed in school, Mrs Allen was full of
praise for your team work and hard work during forest
schools. The cookies you baked were delicious.

8EW—What a term!

As we head to Summer Term, and your final term at
Bilbrook Middle School, enjoy all that is planned and
What an action-packed term! We
make some lasting memories.
are starting to venture out of
school on trips with visits to the Enjoy the Easter break!
Symphony Hall, Forest Schools and Culmington Manor.
There are more experiences planned for the Summer
Term.
I am so proud of your resilience, mature attitude and
kindness to one another during your recent visit to
Culmington Manor. Zak you managed the army crawl in
less than 3 seconds, Connor attempted every activity
(no matter how muddy he got), Jensen’s natural
leadership was shown during the underground maze and
Ben’s “can do” attitude saw him complete the spider
crawl after his third attempt. It was a privilege to
attend the trip with you and see your successes and
the resilience to not give up. The highlight was team

Mrs Weaver

Please note there will be a new timetable of Clubs to start at the
beginning of the Summer term.
The options available will be on Google Forms and should be completed
with your new choices as soon as possible as some activities are on a first
come first served basis. There will be no clubs during the first week
back at school.
Once your child has gained a place at a club, they
must attend every week. If they can not attend for
any reason they must ensure they have informed the
club leader of their absence as we have a duty of
care to 4.00pm.

Dates for Your Diary—Summer 2022
11th to 22nd April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Wednesday 27th April

Birmingham University Campus visit for Year 8

Monday 2nd May

BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 6th may

Year 8 Leavers photos

W/C Monday 9th May

SATs Week Year 6

Thursday 19th May

Young Voices—Birmingham Resort World Arena

Monday 23rd May

UK Parliament visit

Wednesday 25th May

Race For Life

Thursday 26th May

Ascension Day Service

30th May to 3rd June

HALF TERM

Wednesday 15th June

Sports Day

Thursday 16th June

Standon Bowers Info. Evening for parent/carers at PMS 5.30pm

Wednesday 22nd June

Reserve Sports Day

Thursday 23rd June

Careers Day

Friday 24th June

INSET DAY

Wednesday 29th June

Induction Day 1 and
New Year 5 Induction Evening

29th June to 1st July

Standon Bowers Year 6 residential

Wednesday 6th July

Induction Day 2

Thursday 7th July

HPV Vaccinations Year 8

Friday 8th July

All Years Reports out to parents

Tuesday 19th July

Moving On Service

21st July to 2nd September

SUMMER HOLIDAYS
PLEASE NOTE: 21ST JULY IS AN ADDITIONAL BANK
HOLIDAY TO CELEBRATE THE QUEENS JUBILEE

Monday 5th September

INSET DAY

6th September to 21st October

AUTUMN TERM 1

Details correct at the time of going to print - Latest information on the school website

PARENTPAY
Reminder: All snack and School Meals should now be pre-ordered
using ParentPay. Please check your ParentPay account regularly
to ensure balances are cleared. An outstanding balance may
result in your child denied access to breaktime snacks
unless this debt is cleared. Notification of school trips
and visits can also be viewed on this site.

PARENT REMINDER
Students should not be on site before 8.30am when
the side gate is opened. Until that time we do not
provide supervision for your child!
It is important that students arrive on time, once
the registers close they will be marked with an
unauthorised absence which
will affect their overall
attendance.

