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Well, that was a half term that started one way and then very quickly changed course! One day back
to school and back to online learning the next. What has been so pleasing to receive are the many,
many positive comments about the work done by Bilbrook staff in ensuring that the students are
well looked after and taught as effectively as possible. We take great pride in ensuring that the
school works with all of our families in whatever way we can.
When we come back after the half term break we know that there will be a wider re-opening of
some kind (at the time of writing the government has yet to announce how) and that we will be
Executive Headteacher
working exceptionally hard at getting us all back to as close to normal as possible. The lighter
Codsall High Federation
evenings and (hopefully) better weather should start to make a difference to how we all feel about
of Schools
the next few months. We know that there are anxieties about "missed" schooling and the impact on
children's mental health but I would want parents to be reassured that we have already been thinking about the best ways
of getting our students back in to the swing of things!
Here's to better months ahead.
Alun Harding

The 9th February - Safer

Internet Day !

This year in the UK, Safer Internet Day explores reliability online.
The internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities
online, but how do we separate fact from fiction?
By all coming together and taking positive action we can all help to
make the internet a safer place to be for us all.

Below are some useful video links :
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWwb9z2Qw6s
https://www.saferinternetday.org/
Safer Internet Day will be celebrated
globally with the slogan: Together for a better
internet.

ATTENDANCE
Attendance to lessons has been nothing short of brilliant!
We take a register at the start of every lesson so please
ensure that your child is ready. All lessons start with a
retrieval of prior learning so it’s important that your child is
ready. We are monitoring attendance and will be in touch if
your child has been missing lessons to offer support.
Thank you for your continued support.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR PARENTS
Please ensure you regularly check your ParentPay
account and clear any unpaid balances for
breakfast club, breaktime snacks and lunches.

On Thursday 11th February we will be having
our No Screen Day where we urge
everyone to ditch their devices and resist
temptation!
Plan your day out so that you know what you will
be doing and ask a parent/carer/brother/sister
to take a couple of photos so that you can share your experience
with us in school.

It is important all accounts are in credit to prevent
a build up of debt. Unfortunately, a deficit may
result in your child being
refused the opportunity to
enjoy breakfast club or the
breaktime snacks on offer.

F o r Yo u r I n f o r m at i o n . . .
CORONA VIRUS
Cases remain high and we all need to stick to the rules and get tested if out and about
People are being reminded not to become Covid-complacent – as cases remain high and new mass vaccination centres are being
opened across the country.
Although the Covid rate has fallen, it still remains high. Dr Johnny McMahon, the county council’s Cabinet Member for
Health, Care and Wellbeing, said:
“It’s a testament to a lot of hard work that we have reached this vaccination milestone.”
“However, cases remain high and there is still enormous pressure on the NHS both locally and nationally.”
“Now is not the time to give in to temptation – please continue to follow the rules and stay at home.”
“If you do need to leave the house, for essential shopping or because you cannot work from home, then please
get tested, especially if you live in one of the hotspot areas where cases are very high.”
There is a community test centre in each district or borough which are open seven days a week, all with good
availability. There are also pop-up testing centres at various locations providing additional opportunities for
residents to get a rapid test.”
Testing is simple, free and you should get your results in around 30 minutes. Tests should be booked in advance People with
symptoms, or those who have been asked to self-isolate as a close contact of a Covid case, should not attend.

Come on ...let's do it for what matters

Everyone has a reason to want to see the back of the Coronavirus pandemic.
You may want to cuddle your grandchildren, get a business up and running again or simply get back into the gym.
We’re all different, but we can all do some simple things to stop the virus in its tracks.
We know that changing guidance can be confusing, but three things won't change:

•
•
•

Hands – keep them clean. COVID virus can stay active on surfaces for up to 24 hours. You could pick up or pass on the
virus by touching a contaminated surface. Washing your hands with soap and water or hand sanitizer kills the virus.
Face – wearing a face covering over your mouth and nose can help protect other people from droplets containing the
virus. If you have the virus you’re less likely to pass it on.
Space – spreading the virus is much less likely to happen if you stay more than two metres apart from someone who has
it.

Infections are falling thanks to your efforts during the national restrictions, but we've still got too many cases per 100,000
people than other areas in England.
As national restrictions change we need to do everything we can to stop the spread and get back to what matters most.

CHARITY UPDATES:
Poppy Appeal raised £99.30 for the Royal British Legion

CONTACT US
Tel: 01902 840910
Email: office@bilbrookmiddle.com

IMPORTANT — In line with safeguarding procedures, please
inform the school of any change to your child’s emergency
contact details and any new telephone numbers.

Follow our social media pages to keep up to date with school news and events, as well as updates and
photos of how our students are letting their ‘light shine’.

@bilbrookcemiddle

@bilbrookmiddle

During lockdown students made the most of
the snow in January as part of their digital
online PE lessons.
They were increasing their heart rate and
working their muscles building snowmen
and sledging, as well as practicing their
target practice by throwing snowballs.
Well done to everyone that participated.
Whether you have been outside in the snow,
or taking part in online fitness sessions, now
more than ever it is important for your
mental and physical health to keep active!
Our students have been hard at work in Maths and have produced some
excellent work in the process. We have some amazing examples.
Mr. Bakewell and Miss. Schubert have been blown away by the quality of
work that has been submitted and can't wait to see even more after the
half term break.

In Year 8, Tara has been
forming and solving equations

Karan, in Year 8, has been
identifying expressions,
equations, identities and
formulae.

In Year 6, Adeline has
been finding equivalent
fractions, decimals and
percentages.

In Year 7, Lance has
been multiplying and
dividing by powers of 10.

Our School in lockdown...
In computing Year 6 have been comparing Radio 2
with Funkids Radio... looking for any similarities or
differences.
Below is an example of work by Adeline Griffiths

Radio 2

1. 5 features are: The weather for the U.K., classic
songs, quizzes for the general public to phone up and
play in to win prizes, what has been on the T.V.
recently (on Sky) and sometimes personal news.
2. Sometimes they speak about what they’ve been
doing to give the listeners some ideas/entertain the
audience if they are speaking about something
funny, and the news about things that are
happening with traffic in the U.K. so listeners know
which road is blocked off/has a lot of traffic so they
can avoid it or so they know how long they’ll be in
que for
3. News, podcasts, sometimes interviews and quizzes
4. The audience is all ages because my parents listen
to it; my grandparents listen to it; and sometimes I
listen to it as well.
5. They include these in the radio show because they
inform the listener of what’s going on in the world,
and so the listeners can test their knowledge on
classic songs and famous singers/bands and to help
keep the audience entertained with fun music, news
and quiz shows. Also they do interviews to let the
listener/s know about famous peoples personal lives.
There is a lot of differences between Radio 2 and
Fun Kids, Radio 2 is aimed for listeners about 20 up,
and Fun Kids, as the name says, is
aimed for kids. Fun Kids has
modern music and podcasts for
kids, whereas Radio 2 has older
music/more classic songs.

The Nowhere Emporium
Curious crowd of people gathered outside
Mysterious building with darkened windows
The brickwork is as black as midnight
The shimmering bricks sparkled in the moonlight
The beautiful door suddenly swung open
The smells of fresh baking bread filled the air
Toasted coconut that tasted crunchy
Salty sea air that reminds you of a holiday.

By Sammy Hillman Year 6
*****
The brickwork is as black as midnight
Bricks shimmered and sparkling from the
reflection of large golden gates
The most beautiful golden gates I have ever seen
Curled letters spelling 'The Nowhere Emporium'
The crowd were jostling until crack….
The door swung open and the crowd fell silent
My nose twitched with all the smells
The perfume of coconut, fresh bread, salty sea
air and fresh rain
A stunning white dove flew out from the shop
Everyone watched as it disappeared into the night
Suddenly, boom, the dove explodes into red,
greens and blues… a fire
"The Nowhere Emporium is open for business,
bring your imagination" spelt the sky.

By Lexi Dawson-Bannister

Year 5

*****

KS2 work in English: Poems inspired by
The Nowhere Emporium

As part of our French lessons, Years 7 and 8 can now talk
and write about which pets they have/have not got or would
like to have. They can describe their colour, height, names
and age. It is difficult grammatically learning about the
gender of nouns and adjectives.
This is an example from Year 8 of finding mistakes and
writing .

Our school in lockdown...
All of our students have been working hard throughout the lockdown period, whether at home or in school. We
have been following the normal timetable of 5 lessons each day and following the curriculum as closely as
possible. These are some of the examples of the work that has been completed:

In Science we have been looking at materials that are fit for purpose
and started to plan an investigation.
The work below is by Summer Townsend in year 5

Year 8 work on Changes in an organisms
lifetime, including reproduction in plants and
animals .

Year 7 Lance Howell We have been researching the uses
and properties of elements

Our School in lockdown...
For remote learning in art students in year 7
have been studying Architecture with a
particular focus on Gothic and the mixed media
art of Ian Murphy.
In year 8 students have been learning about
the contemporary artist Grayson Perry and are
in the process of planning their own
ceramic vase designs which will represent their
observations of what makes Britain British.

Tara Hill

Niamh Fletcher
Tyrell Watkiss

Aaron Tolley

Elliot Bennett

Mitchell Dawson-Bannister

A picture from the
Venetian Collection by
Ian Murphy artist
Britain is Best by
Grayson Perry 2014

Our School in lockdown...

Sammy Hillman

Connor Mason

Ted Baker
Matthew Nicholson
The children who have been in
school have been busy making
puppets in DT.
They have really enjoyed tracing
the characters, cutting them out
and sticking them onto straws. Next
week, they are going to create a
storyboard to act out using their
own designed puppets.

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
Free online 1-2-1 mental health support is now available to pupils in ALL schools across Staffordshire until March 31st 2021.
The sessions offered are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Offered by Speak Up Space, a commissioned service that’s part of North Staffs Mind and the Stay Well CYP Service
Delivered by qualified Mental Health Practitioners
FREE and confidential
Available to pre-book
Offered to pupils 5 days per week during school hours
Each appointment is 45 minutes
Is accessed remotely from a smart phone, tablet or computer
Can be used to support young people in school or even those having to isolate

HOW DO I BOOK AN APPOINTMENT OR FIND OUT MORE?
Use the following website which will give you more information about the project. You can make appointment bookings here give
https://www.speakupspace.org.uk/instant-messaging-service-during-school-hours/

Details correct at the time of going to print - Latest information on the school website
and dependant on current PHE guidelines
15th to 19th February

HALF TERM

Monday 1st March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm

Wednesday 3rd March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00pm

Wednesday 10th March

Careers Morning TBC

Thursday 11th March

Virtual Year 8 Options Evening for Codsall High School

tbc

Easter Service at Holy Cross Church

W/C 29th March

All Years Review Grades to parents

W/C Monday 29th March

Egg Hunt with Lane Green First School

2nd to 16th April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 26th April

Year 8 Leavers photos

Monday 3rd May

BANK HOLIDAY

10th to 14th May

SATs Week Year 6—CANCELLED

tbc

Pentecost Service at Holy Cross Church

31st May to 4th June

HALF TERM

Wednesday 16th June

Sports Day

Wednesday 23rd June

Reserve Sports Day

Wednesday 30th June

Induction Day 1 and
New Year 5 Induction Evening

Tuesday 6th July

Year 8 HPV injections

Wednesday 7th July

Induction Day 2

Friday 9th July

All Years Reports out to parents

Tuesday 13th July

Moving On Service

Wednesday 14th July

Year 8 Graduation Evening

19th to 21st July

STAFF TRAINING DAYS

Please visit our website for confirmation of these events as they unfold
. www.bilbrookmiddle.com

