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Newsletter – February 2022
This has, as ever, been a busy half term. We have had the ongoing impact of CoVid to deal with
amongst staff and students to balance against our absolute determination to offer the children as
many "normal" school experiences as possible. I'm delighted to say that, with all safety precautions
being taken, we have managed to do just that.
The children at Bilbrook Middle School have had some fantastic opportunities to experience a
Executive Headteacher
diverse and interesting range of extracurricular activities. Whilst the public talk of gaps in students'
Codsall Federation
of Schools
knowledge has been loud and lengthy, we are also focusing on ensuring our students have as many
experiences as possible because school is about so much more than wedging as much
knowledge into students as possible! I'm very grateful to all of the staff at Bilbrook Middle School for the outstanding way
they continue to deliver for the children in our care. I hope that everyone has a great half term break and comes back
raring to go in the half term where the mornings and the evenings get lighter and Spring makes an uplifting appearance!

Alun Harding

Year 8 Careers Fair On Tuesday 15th February, Year 8 students attended a Careers Fair held at Codsall High School, providing a useful resource to find
out about potential employers and the option choices that will help them along their future path in life. Students were free to ask
questions to prospective employers and take away any promotional material or freebies that were offered by the firm.
One of the main reasons for a careers fair is for research. If you are unsure of where you want to work, or what you want to work
as in later life, the companies at careers fairs provide huge amounts of information and experience
about different sectors. Simply asking people what it is like in a certain profession or within a certain
company will allow you to get a bigger picture of what it is like to work in that area, allowing you to
make an informed choice about your career path.
It was a very rewarding morning and gave our students a lot more to think about for the future!

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR PARENTS
Starting next half term all Break snacks will be a healthy option at 50p. All snacks and
Dinners will need to be Pre-Ordered on ParentPay!!
Please ensure you regularly check your account and clear any unpaid balances. It is important
all accounts are in credit to prevent a build up of debt. Unfortunately, a deficit may result in
your child being refused the opportunity to enjoy the breaktime snacks on offer.

Our school NEWS ...
14 pupils from Bilbrook were invited
to the Wolverhampton Young Author's
Prize final award ceremony at
Wolverhampton Grammar School after
successfully passing the first round.

Ben Y8 (winner)

Children across Wolverhampton were asked to write a 400 word story
based on the theme 'The Journey' and over 300 stories were entered
for consideration. During the ceremony, we heard authors Ben Davis
and Jenny McLachlan talk about their novels and what inspired them
to write. Pupils also took part in a couple of creative writing
activities before the winners for each category were revealed.
Emma Y5 and Jessie Y6 were both runner-up in their age categories,
with Ted Y7 and Ben Y8 winning their categories. Impressively, every
category Bilbrook pupils were eligible for we either came runner-up or
winners, which is a massive achievement! Children were presented
with their personalised trophies and all finalists received a
certificate in recognition of their achievement. A fantastic afternoon
and way to end this half-term! Well done to all involved.

Emma Y5

Jessie Y6

Ted Y7 (winner)

Year 12 Codsall High students Art and Design students have
recently visited Bilbroook to deliver teaching sessions to groups
of year 5 students as part of their BTEC course.
The brief was to plan a sequence of lessons focusing in on the
Formal Elements in Art and Design and to deliver their
favourite lesson plan. The older students delivered the lessons
using their own powerpoints, exemplars and shared preprepared resources for the year 5 students to complete. The
general consensus from the year 12 students was that they
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and found delivering a
lesson wasn't that daunting after all!

CONTACT US
Tel: 01902 840910
Email: office@bilbrookmiddle.com

IMPORTANT — In line with safeguarding procedures, please
inform the school of any change to your child’s emergency
contact details and any new telephone numbers.

Follow our social media pages to keep up to date with school news and events, as well as updates and
photos of how our students are letting their ‘light shine’.

@bilbrookcemiddle

@bilbrookmiddle

Our school NEWS ...

Year 5 visited the Jaamia Masjid Aqsa Mosque in Wolverhampton as part of their R.E. lessons this week. They learnt about all
aspects of the Islamic faith through an informative powerpoint presentation and then had a tour of the mosque including the
main prayer halls and the washroom.
Their behaviour was respectful at all times and they asked insightful questions that helped further
their understanding of the Islamic faith. An informative and interesting visit!
“The Masjid has been caring for the religious, spiritual and pastoral
needs of the local community as well as when required globally for over
five decades. At Jaamia Masjid Aqsa, Wolverhampton, it is their goal to
educate Muslims from all walks of life, especially young Muslims, in
religious development. They run many schemes and donations to help
support brothers and sisters, and the wider community, by promoting
good morals & conduct. They also facilitate a greater awareness and
understanding of Islam to assist
present and future generations of
Muslims to preserve and perfect
Islam in their lives. “

We would like to wish two members
of staff a fond farewell !
Mrs Mukanga, our Academic
Mentor, will be saying goodbye at the end
of the Spring 1 and Mrs Till, one of our
lunchtime supervisors, is leaving just after
the half-term break. Both are moving on
to pastures new and we wish them both
the best for the future!

CBSO - Year 8 Visit
This term we were delighted to secure tickets for our Year 8 students
to see the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra perform at
Symphony Hall, Birmingham. The CBSO is the flagship of musical life
in Birmingham and the West Midlands – and one of the world’s great
orchestras.
The hour-long concert had been specially devised for students in Key
Stage 3. Conductor Michael Seal, presenter Tom Redmond and the
world-class musicians of the City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra took our students on a journey exploring the Natural
World – including performances of works by Sibelius, Stravinsky,
Smetana and Boulanger.
It was a wonderful opportunity
to see and listen to a
professional orchestra in
action.

From 7th to 13th February, schools, youth groups, organisations and individuals cross the UK have been taking part in
Children’s Mental Health week. This year’s theme is “Growing Together”
Growing together is about growing emotionally and finding ways to help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can help us
grow and adapt and trying new things can help us move beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and
potential. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit
“stuck”. (Kind Minds - Feb.22)
Activities during the week included a Safer Internet Day; Yoga sessions and a “Dress to Express” Day!
Our aim for Children’s Mental Health week -to encourage children (and adults) to consider how they have grown and how they
can help others to grow.

“All Fun and Games—Exploring respect and relationships online”
From gaming and chat, to streaming and video, young people are shaping the interactive entertainment spaces they are a
part of. Safer Internet Day 2022 celebrates young people’s role in creating a safer internet, whether that is whilst gaming
and creating content, or interacting with their friends and peers.
Speaking with young people is key to exploring their experiences on platforms where they can play games, interact with
their peers and others, and take part in ‘live’ experiences such as video streaming. These platforms play such an important
and positive role, providing young people with the means to interact with friends and as a great pastime, particularly during
lockdowns.
However, there are some emerging safety issues in these spaces as well as issues young people have been navigating for
some time; particularly the lack of respect individuals display towards each other, groups ‘ganging up’ against other groups,
and the sense that it is easy to ‘get away’ with negative behaviour such as meanness, bullying and swearing. They speak
about hate directed at particular groups, particularly LGBT+ users, and misogyny on gaming platforms. They tell us the
apparent lack of consequences for negative behaviour has an impact on their safety and wellbeing.
We need to address these issues so that all young people understand what constitutes respectful behaviour online,
and know what to do if they encounter hate or bullying directed at them or someone else.
This year’s theme was 'It's all fun and games' and it focused on gaming online and how to stay safe and communicate
appropriately with others. Here at Bilbrook we started with an assembly in registration and then spent the afternoon
teaching a UFO from another planet the rules and guidelines we must follow when gaming online. The children worked really
hard and produced some amazing guideline posters that truly showed off their amazing e-safety knowledge.
The internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities online, but how do we separate fact from fiction? By all
coming together and taking positive action we can all help to make the internet a safer place
to be for us all.
For more information on Safer Internet Day visit:

https://www.saferinternetday.org/

Below are some useful video links :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWwb9z2Qw6s
https://

Our school ...
ATHLETIC COMPETITIONS
Well done to all the students who took part in the indoor athletics competition
at Aldersley Leisure Village.
Year 7/8 were first up for the competition and did great against some very
hard competition coming 3rd overall. Year 5 and 6 did amazing, they finished in
2nd and 3rd position! We had so many students who wanted to take part we
were able to take two boys and two girls teams.
All students tried their very best taking part in a number of different events
such as: obstacle course, sprints, long distance running, javelin, shot, long jump,
triple jump and high jump. All students who took part have received 5 house
points for all their efforts and amazing behaviour. We are looking forward to
the next competition, GOOOOOOOOOOOOO Bilbrook !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Students taking on the
Obstacle Course

DID YOU KNOW…. Around 5 children in every classroom have a mental health problem and
many struggle with challenges from bullying to bereavement. Whether you are someone who works
with children, a parent or carer, or passionate about spreading the word, you can get involved and help
reach as many people as possible this Children’s Mental Health Week.

YOGA FOR ALL
Students and staff took part in some
yoga sessions as part of Children’s
Mental Health week.
Yoga focuses on strength, flexibility and
breathing to boost physical and mental
wellbeing. There is some evidence that
regular yoga practice helps people with
high blood pressure, heart disease,
aches and pains (including lower back
pain), depression and stress. (NHS)
Everyone really enjoyed the sessions,
some first timers were surprised how
strenuous it could be!
Thank you to Arabella from Love Yoga
by Arabella.

Details correct at the time of going to print - Latest information on the school website
21st to 25th February

HALF TERM

Tuesday 1st March

Live Music Performance by SPA
Height & Weight—Year 6

Wednesday 2nd March

Ash Wednesday Service
Sports4Schools—Athlete visit

Thursday 3rd March

Data Reports out to Parents
World Book Day

Monday 7th March

COVID Vaccinations for Year 8

Wednesday 9th March

Careers Morning
Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe theatre visit

Monday 14th March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30PM

Wednesday 16th March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00 PM

Friday 18th March

Red Nose Day

23rd to 25th March

Culmington Manor Year 8 Residential

Wednesday 30th March

Great British Spring Clean

11th to 22nd April

EASTER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 27th April

Birmingham University visit Year 8

Monday 2nd May

MAY DAY

Wednesday 4th May

Race For Life

Friday 6th May

Year 8 Leavers photos

Week commencing 9th May

SATs Week Year 6

Thursday 19th May

Young Voices—Birmingham

Monday 23rd May

UK Parliament visit—School Council

Thursday 26th May

Ascension Day Service

30th May to 3rd June

HALF TERM & BANK HOLIDAYS

Wednesday 15th June

Sports Day

Wednesday 22nd June

Reserve Sports Day

Friday 24th June

INSET DAY

29th Juneto 1st July

Year 6 Residential to Standon Bowers

Wednesday 29th June

Induction Day 1 and
New Year 5 Induction Evening

Wednesday 6th July

Induction Day 2

22nd July to 2nd September

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

