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Message from our Executive Headteacher
As we draw to the end of the academic year it always amazes me just how many things we manage to
squeeze into the half term. I've had countless conversations with staff who have all said "I don't
know how we are going to fit it all in" and it is a testament to the hard work of the staff at Bilbrook
Middle that we do squeeze it all in because we want to make sure that the pupils have the best
possible deal, right up until the very last moment.

Alun Harding
There have been numerous events and activities as well as transition evenings for the children
leaving us in Year 8 to start at the High School in September and for the new intake making their
first tentative steps into their new lives at middle school. The amount of work that goes on behind Executive Headteacher
the scenes is significant and I am very grateful to staff for the deep reserves of energy they have
tapped into to make them so successful.
This year we say goodbye to two members of staff from Bilbrook Middle. Ms Weaver is leaving us to take up a Director
of SEN position in a different part of the country. Ms Weaver has been an incredible advocate for children with SEN
and has been instrumental in making the school a really welcoming and inclusive place to be a student. She is a fighter
for all of the students in her care and will leave with our gratitude for the difference she has made and our best wishes
for her new adventure.
We are also saying goodbye to Mr Tilley who will be moving on to his new role as Headteacher at Ham Dingle Primary. Mr
Tilley's leadership of Bilbrook Middle has been transformative, moving the school on in so many ways and making it a
great place to be a pupil and a member of staff. He was instrumental in helping the school secure its "Good" judgement
in our last Ofsted inspection and in making the school very popular with our parents and the wider community. On a
personal note, I have been proud of the way in which he has developed as a leader and am very grateful for everything
he has added to Bilbrook Middle. It has been a pleasure to work with someone so entirely focused on getting the very
best deal for everyone at the school. I wish him all the best for his future career.
In conclusion, I wish everyone a safe and restful summer break and look forward to welcoming you all back in the new
academic year.

Message from Mr Tilley
As I write in the Newsletter for the final time as Headteacher of Bilbrook CE Middle School, I would like to reflect on
my time at Bilbrook. I am incredibly proud of the journey that the school has been on and the opportunities that the
children have been given. The school is a very special place where we really do know all of our children and their families
and it is this special relationship that enables our children to thrive and to flourish. I would like to thank all of the staff
for everything that they do and to our parents, carers and community for their support. Finally, a huge thank you and well
done to all of the children - past and present - for leaving their own legacy at Bilbrook CE Middle. I have thoroughly
enjoyed being Headteacher at Bilbrook and will miss the school and community dearly but I know that everyone at
Bilbrook will continue to let their light shine!

SATS
A big well done to all of Year 6 who
recently received their SATs
outcomes! Our children have
performed very well and they deserve
lots of credit for the way in which they
approached the exams.
Well done, Year 6!

Governors’ News
Newsletter - Summer 2022
On behalf of the Bilbrook Middle School Governors I would like to thank Mr Tilley for his service here.
The culture and ethos of the school reflect his ambition for continuous improvement through the
effective delivery and assessment of a well-planned and engaging curriculum. Consequently, students’
behaviour is very good and there is a calm and purposeful ambience in classrooms and corridors at all
times.
As a local resident, I am very well aware that he is highly regarded by parents and carers and by the
community which our school serves. It has been my privilege to know Andrew Tilley and to be
associated with Bilbrook Middle School under his leadership.
Andrea Dawson
Chair of Governors

BILBROOK OPEN EVENING
Bilbrook Middle School will be open to all prospective parents on Wednesday 21st September
The evening will provide an opportunity to walk round the school and interact with staff and
students while we show you some of the wonderful work we do here!
If you wish to arrange a individual visit please contact us and we will be happy to show you round
our great school!
We look forward to seeing you!

GDPR CCTV

- for your information

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is designed to
strengthen the privacy laws governing the handling of personal
data.
Bilbrook Middle School uses closed circuit television (CCTV). The
images produced can be used to prevent or detect crime and to
monitor the school buildings and grounds, in order to provide a
safe and secure environment for its pupils, staff and visitors, and
to prevent loss or damage to school property.
Any person whose image is recorded on the CCTV system has
the right to seek and be supplied with a copy of their own
personal data from the footage, with images of other people
redacted as necessary. Recorded footage is stored for no more
than 10 days.
For further information, please refer to our CCTV Policy on the
school website.

Don’t forget there are many ways to make
contact and follow what is happening at
Bilbrook!
E-mail: office@bilbrookmiddle.com
Website: www.bilbrook.com
Tel: 01902 840910
Twitter and Facebook : @bilbrookmiddle
Follow us on Twitter

Farewell Year 8

…. to students who are now about to embark on a new chapter in their lives!

It will be wonderful to resurrect Bilbrook traditions to say goodbye; our Moving on Service and Graduation Evening. We
are looking forward to celebrating with you and sharing your memories of your time here at Bilbrook.
If you joined Bilbrook in Year 5 or later, it has been a privilege to watch you become the amazing young adults leaving us
this year. You have experienced and lived through history; Brexit, a global pandemic and some amazing football results for
the England team (fingers crossed for Qatar 2022).
The students have asked for a BBQ this year to follow the Graduation Presentation and it promises to be a special night
for everyone! Photographs taken on the night will be sent out later by email. We really hope our leavers enjoy this
celebration and that they will always remember their time here as very special.
Whether you are going up to Codsall Community High School into Year 9, or have decided to leave us to attend other
schools, we wish you all good luck and best wishes for the future !

CLASS OF
2022

Leavers’ Poem
We've now left school,
It's how the story ends,
Tears of happiness is what we recommend,
It's what we say,
But there's always a little pain,
Because once you've left,
It's not the same,
Wolf Mountain is a climbing and caving centre
based in Wolverhampton. Indoor climbing is a
sport that anyone can participate in. It is fun,
challenging, thought provoking and a unique form
of exercise that requires balance, strength,
movement, co-ordination and the mental ability
to stay focused in situations that may take you
out of your comfort zone.
As a way to say good bye to Year 8 the group will
venture out to Wolf Mountain during the last
week of term to acknowledge their time at
Bilbrook Middle and the fantastic effort from
everyone in their final year of learning here.
We are sure everyone will have a great day
participating in the various activities such as
Archery, Caving, Team building and Rock
Climbing.
Well done Year 8, enjoy your day and make the
school proud!

You could walk through school and you would see,
Your friends who have grown up incredibly,
But now you've gone,
It's not the same,
As you may never see them again,
Your friends who have grown up right beside you,
Who have helped you through your daily strife,
Will go ahead and leave behind them,
You who wants the same old life,
But you can not live your life in the past,
Hoping that the same memories will last,
You have to move on and just be glad,
That leaving has made you so sad,
As this just shows that you have loved,
Your days at school here with us,
So go ahead and live your life,
And become what you want to be,
But don't forget the days you spent,
When you were young at school with me.

LONDON TRIP
Miss Keene arranged for the Student School Council, and past school council students who
missed out last year, to travel to London to visit Houses of Parliament at the end of May.
The day started bright and early catching the train from Bilbrook into the heart of the
city, where they saw some of the sights including the London Eye and Westminster Abbey,.
London was all brightly decorated and buzzing for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The
highlight of the trip was a tour around the Houses of Parliament, seeing the Commons
Chamber and the Lords Chamber, following in the footsteps of Prince
Charles at the State Opening. We were inspired by Westminster Hall which
is almost 1000 years old. The children took part in a campaign and
parliament workshop where they were able to debate and campaign for
causes they felt were important to them. Before heading home, they
managed to catch a quick glimpse of Buckingham Palace during their rather
quick rainy run back to the underground to
come home, Buckingham Palace was covered
in decorations and the preparations were in
full force and underway for the Queen’s
Jubilee.
For some students this was a first-time experience of our capital city, and the first time using
the underground system which we all soon got to grips with, following the different routes we
needed to get to our next destination. It was a long, tiring, not always smooth sailing but
extremely enjoyable day, everyone really enjoyed the experience!

In June 2022, Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a
Platinum Jubilee after 70 years of service. There were many events and activities
celebrating the Jubilee across the UK Commonwealth and beyond leading up to the special
extended bank holiday weekend.
Bilbrook got involved to honour the Queen’s historic reign at the end of the last half term by designing flags, learning
about the monarchy across the decades and an afternoon picnic party where parents were invited to join us.
The day started with children being greeted with music by British bands and performers from across the decades, such as
Sir Tom Jones as an example. Throughout the day the children practised singing The National Anthem and were in fine
voice by the end of the day. Some of our Year 7 children were also involved in a video of children from across local First
and Middle Schools singing The National Anthem together. Year 6 certainly got involved in Jubilee spirit by designing their
own celebratory cake! All our children flew the Union Jack as we joined together for our Jubilee picnic during the
afternoon.
Well done to all involved.

Every student took part in the annual sports day
on Wednesday 15th June with the focus on trying
to do their best and also being kind.
All students showed great sportsmanship by
supporting each other. There were some amazing
sporting achievements from individuals such as:
****
Jenson has some great sprints and throws
Evie showed great effort and sportsmanship
Polly awesome rounder's skills
Mason some quick sprinting
Maddie Y5 some great jumping
Charlie Y5 the longest foam javelin throw
Leo the longest metal javelin throw
Izzy the longest Metal javelin throw

Overall results WERE SO CLOSE
1st position - Total points scored 226 - Discovery
2nd position - Total points scored 215 - Challenger
3rd position - Total points scored 213 - Enterprise
4th position - Total point scored 196 - Endeavour
Students take
up the challenge
from the staff
in a game of
tug of war.
Honours this
year went to
the staff every
time!!

It was a fantastic day with parents and friends
joining us for the morning. The sun was shining
and everyone had a great time!

RESULTS
Overall Results

Yr 5 & 6 Girls
Yr 5 & 6 Boys
Yr 7 & 8 Girls
Yr 7 & 8 Boys

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Discovery

Challenger

Enterprise

Endeavour

Discovery

Enterprise

Endeavour

Challenger

Enterprise

Discovery & Endeavour

Challenger

Challenger

Discovery

Enterprise

Endeavour

Challenger

Endeavour

Discovery

Enterprise

Due to the amazing sportsmanship shown by everyone on Sports Day, they all
have received a prize of an inflatable day the following week.
Nothing gets people smiling quite like a little healthy competition. Perfect to
test skill, power and fitness, get the blood pumping and the laughs coming,
this inflatable bungee run had everyone coming back for more! We had so
much fun — seeing all the student and staff facial expressions was great.
Students took part in relay races on the Inflatable obstacle courses and got to
race on the bungee run. Thanks to all everyone who supported this event.

Bilbrook raised a staggering £764.72 in
sponsorship from our Race For Life event
we held in May.
This has now been donated to Cancer
Research to support the great work and
research they do and will be increased to an
even higher amount by the sponsor form
returned with the Gift Aid request forms.

Monday 4th of July Year 7 travelled to Lichfield for the day. First
on the agenda was a guided tour of Lichfield Cathedral, students
were shown around the Cathedral, learning through out the tour
about the historic facts regarding the Cathedral as well as religious
and architecural facts too. The students were a credit to
themselves and the school, showing respect to the tour guides and
the Cathedral, listening intently to the guides as well as asking very
inquisitive questions throughout.
At lunch time we all ventured over to Beacon Park, for a picnic in
the park and then a game of mini/crazy golf. Once again the
students showed respect for their environment along with having
fun with their friends playing golf.

Well Done Year 7!!

On Thursday 23rd June, years 5,6&8 had the opportunity
to meet employers from a variety of careers. Visitors to
the school spoke about the job roles and duties of these
careers and the routes they took to get there. The
students were invited to have a question and answer
session and then were able to complete a short task that
was linked to the job, this included a quiz all about the
human body that was set by Lucy who works at
Birmingham Women and Children’s Hospital.
Other groups had the opportunity to consider what needs
to be put into place when building on a new area and were guided by Adam from Bookbanks, which then led to
pupils designing their dream home with architects from TNM Architecture. Alongside this, some pupils were
able to find out more about appointments with a nail technician from Beutopia and were given the task to paint
their own designs onto a plastic nail!
A civil servant from the DFE also came along to talk about her job and the
further career paths that were available within her sector and a player from
the Wolves Foundation also spoke to the children about the work they do
within the local community. Videos were sent from Treetops Dental Surgery
highlighting all the career opportunities that are available there and the roles
that each employee plays to ensure the surgery runs smoothly.
We would like to thank all employers involved in the day for showing our
students the opportunities that are available to them, not only in the local
community but also in the wider world.

On Tuesday 12th July, Key stage 3 students visited the High School to
see the Art Exhibition.
They had the opportunity to look at final pieces and sketchbooks of the
current year 10 accelerated and year 11 students' work and to be talked
through some of the most successful outcomes. Bilbrook students
selected their favourite pieces and explained why they had made that
choice, often choosing work that represented something that they were
interested in, such as anime (hand-drawn and computer-generated
animation originating from Japan), or because of the high level of skill
demonstrated.
It was really interesting to see work that
had been done by some of Bilbrook’s former
peers. During the visit, they learnt that the
final piece is weighted at 25% of the overall
mark and that the stronger and more
thorough the journey in the sketchbook is,
the higher the overall grade. They finished
by explaining what they would like to focus
on in an art project and this will be used to
inform the planning of Bilbrook's art lessons
next year.

On Friday 8th July, all of year 5 & 6 as well as some of 7 & 8 students went to Codsall High School to represent the
school in a variety of sports including athletics, football, rounders and basketball. KS2 competed in mixed house
events and showed great sportsmanship towards each other, they all showed real enthusiasm and resilience. It was a nail biter but the
house that took the trophy was Discovery, kindly accepted by Harry Groves (6AK) and a child from Perton during the results ceremony.
Year 7 and 8 showed hard work and excellence throughout the day and most importantly they didn’t give up. Although, they just missed
out on their trophy, everyone had an enjoyable, lovely sunny day. There was a really nice atmosphere, the sportsmanship shown by both
schools throughout the day was great and everyone made the most of working as a team and individuals.
Special mention to Jenson from Year 8 as top scorer in the basketball and winning the 100m. Also, Izzy in Year 7 for her amazing
sportsmanship. We can honestly say the children from Bilbrook Middle school did us proud and they represented out school with such
warm and integrity, showing off our Bilbrook family spirit. Well done Bilbrook, let’s smash it next year!

This year our year 8 boys (Callum, Lucas, Jayden, Leo, Connor, Chase, Marley and Jensen) took part in the Staffordshire and
Stoke On Trent School Games Summer Festival, competing in the year 8 boys Dodge Ball. The boys played against Codsall
Middle School and after defeating them the boys were placed into the Regional Finals at the School Games Summer Festival at
Keele University on 24th June. During the run up to the torment the boys gave up their break times to practice ready for the
competition. This extra practice paid off - the boys were defiantly a team to
be reckoned with dominating their group of fixtures and being the over
winners of group B. The next stage was to play the 2nd place team from
group A, again the boys dominated the game securing their rightful place in
the final against Christ Church School. It was only in this game did the boys
meet their match but they never gave up. Christ Church were a strong team
and won the game giving 2nd Place/Silver Medal to our year 8 boys. Connor
was awarded the certificate for the Most Determined Player, which was
presented on stage, what a well deserved award this was for Connor - well
done. We couldn't have been prouder! The boys were excellent team mates
and showed wonderful sportsmanship through out - So Proud! Well Done!!

YEAR 6
On 29th June, Y6 embarked on a residential trip to
Standon Bowers. The students stopped in dormitories
which they had to keep neat and tidy and were also in
charge of being punctual to meal times and activities.
Y6 had an amazing three days taking part in activities
such as underground caving, archery, rock climbing,
bridge building, fire lighting and high ropes. The children were extremely resilient and even when they were a
little scared, they were still willing to give it a go and try
to conquer their fears.
On an evening, children took part in team games such as
photo trail where they needed to find a variety of items
on campus as well as a game called ’flying eggs’. The
teams had to use a range of materials, natural and man
made, to make a structure to protect their egg. ‘Team
Flynn Eggo’ managed to win as their egg survived the
fall from the top floor of the building.
The children were excellently behaved and a credit to the
school. They really did let their light shine.

The Big Bang Fair returned to the NEC Birmingham for 2022! Year 7 students
joined over 40,000 young people who attended the UK’s biggest celebration of
STEM where they had the chance to be amazed by science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM)
The Fair 2022 was packed full of exciting, interactive activities and was designed specifically with 11 to 14
year olds in mind, to provide the best careers inspiration, advice and opportunities to meet with real
scientists and engineers. It was free to attend and featured scores of quality hands-on activities to inspire
young people to discover and explore what a career in STEM can offer. Year 7 were given the opportunity
to hear first hand from exciting scientists and engineers and connect with inspiring career role models.

Join forces with the Gadgeteers at your library this summer!
The Summer Reading Challenge takes place every year during the holidays and is a fun way to keep reading
through the summer.
You can sign up, with a parent/guardian, at your local library, then read six library books of your choice over
the summer, collecting stickers and picking up other fantastic rewards along the way – all FREE!
Launches - Saturday 9th July for KS2.

Some of our Year 5’s joined in with the Young Voices
concert in Birmingham and a good time was had by
Mrs Melia
all. Lots of singing and dancing were enjoyed and
(in the absence of Miss Schubert
despite it being a late night for them, they came back
who is on maternity leave)
into school the next day, ready to learn.
I want to say a special well done to Zara and Mason,
Year 5
who represented Year 5, and the school council, when
they visited The Houses of Commons at the start of the
term. Their involvement in the tasks and the respect
Here we are at the end of the
shown whilst there was excellent.
school year; I want to say a huge
The ‘Let Your Light Shine’ Award is always a highlight
well done to all our Year 5 students. You have all
for me and I congratulate all Year 5 Students who
settled well into the middle school life and have
received the award over this term.
adapted to the changes of a new school.
I want to thank all Year 5 students for all the hard
We have had a busy last term, which included Year 5’s
work and support they have given towards the school
first Bilbrook Sports Day alongside a Middle School
and their learning; you have been amazing and I am
Sports Event, where they competed against the other
very proud of you!
local middle schools. Great sportsmanship was shown
Wishing all Year 5 students and their families a
throughout and support for one another was
relaxing and fun-filled summer.
exceptional. Well done Year 5!
Careers Morning was a fantastic opportunity for our
students to have a glimpse into potential careers that
may interest them in years to come. The questions
Year 5 students asked the visitors, were insightful and
allowed them to see what would be expected from
them in that chosen career.

Mrs Melia

away by how much sportsmanship I have seen this year, from
on the playground to PE lessons to sports days. Some of you
Miss Keene
have shown that you are going to make great leaders someday.
Head of Year 6
Well done! I will never forget the fun we had during the
inflatable day and how many of you beat me in a race, I will be
How are we already at the end of the avenged!!
academic school year? It has flown by
so fast. You have all blossomed and
Year 6 you have always given such a warm welcome to any new
matured in your own incredible ways. additions to our class and for that I thank you.
I can honestly say I will miss being your tutor but I am looking
It has been a pleasure being your
forward to seeing you all carry on the next part of your
form tutor this year and seeing how hard you have been
journey.
working, watching you be supportive of each other and grow in
confidence, especially during your SAT’S— you all put your
Have the best summer you have earnt it.
heads down and got to work. You really haven’t made it easy
Enjoy every second.
for me this year, it has been difficult to just pick one-person
week after week for my “let your light shine award” as you
(PS: Make sure you dip a toe outside for
have all been so amazing, keep it up!
some fresh air every now and then)
Thank you so much for coming in every morning and making me
laugh. You are all full of positivity and resilience. You are
definitely ready to let your lights shine as our new Year 7’s
next year and your next chapter moving on. I have been blown

Mr Bakewell
Head of 7HB

Another year over and some excellent
achievements to look back on and celebrate. This year we have
raised a huge amount of money for various charities, produced
excellent work, represented the school in several sports and
worked hard to gain housepoints.

Miss Keene

I want to say a huge thank you and good luck to all of the year 8
students. You have worked hard and made massive progress
across all of your subjects. I hope you continue the hard work
and effort at the high school and stay in touch so all of us at
Bilbrook can find out about your success and achievement.
Next year the Y7 tutor groups are being mixed into two new
tutor groups; 8HB and 8JA. Even though we are split into two
groups, we are one big team. This time next year it will be you
leaving for the next part of your journey so it is important we
help and support each other and let our light shine.
Have a brilliant summer Y7HB. Get outside, enjoy the break and
get rested and re-energised ready for another busy year.

One of my favourite things about Y7HB is their sportsmanship.
Stay safe and I’ll see you all in September.
They have really excelled this year with so many students
showing off their competitive side while also being humble in
victory and gracious in defeat. This was particularly noticeable at
the Bilbrook sports day as well as the Middle School Sports Day.

Mr Bakewell

By Mrs Lee

The students have been so busy this summer term with
Race4Lifefor Cancer Research, Sports Day, Inflatable
day, The Big Bang Fair, Lichfield Cathedral visit and
Middle School Sports day at Codsall High School

Due to absence of Miss Lymer
Well done to Oscar, Samuel, Melanija, Alfie Jay and Kyle
Head of 7SL
for achieving over 300 house points this academic year!
Once Again I have had
Finally I would like to wish all the students in 7SL,
the privilege of covering
their families and friends a wonderful summer break,
7SL tutor group for Miss Lymer
enjoy the sunshine and we look forward to seeing you
during her absence and have to
say I have thoroughly enjoyed spending so much time
all in September!
with you all and seeing how much you have let
your light's shine! I have watched the students start as
shy new year 7's and have now grown into confident
young adults in year 7 and its a been a delight to have
been apart of this transition from KS2 to KS3.
Welcome to our new students in 7SL this year, Dan, Zoe,
Dane, Shontell who have all joined throughout the term,
I have been so proud of how well they made the
transition into the tutor group and what lovely students
they are too!

Mrs Weaver

Head of 8EW
8EW, what a year! Every challenge
that you have faced you have 'let
your light shine' and I am
incredibly proud of you. It has been
amazing to take you out on trips again to The University
of Birmingham, Culmington Manor and Birmingham
Symphony Hall.
Culmington Manor was the first residential trip since
Covid and as a group you were incredible at attempting
all of the activities and not giving up. Ben Ravenhill
impressed not only staff but his peers and left the
experience with a lot more confidence and admiration
from his peers for always having a go and trying his
best.
Your enthusiasm for enthusiasm for events in school
has been infectious. The boys represented the school in
Dodgeball and came 2nd out of all the teams

Mrs Lee & Miss Lymer

competing—also demonstrating good sportsmanship.
Your team work and effort for the inflatable day was
amazing and you really ‘Let your light shine”.
As a form group you really cheered each other on
during Sports Day and I am proud of the sportsmanship
showed during the day.
I wish you all the best of luck for your future
endeavours. Keep your kind, caring and humorous
personalities (you always make me smile and giggle) and
you will achieve your goals.
I am proud to be your form tutor and to have seen you
grow and mature over the years. Good luck and continue
to 'let your light shine'.

Mrs Weaver

Locker Keys
All locker keys should be returned before the end of term. If you have not done so already, please can you return your
locker key to Miss Underhill. Failure to return your key will mean you have to pay for a replacement.
Please leave your locker as you would wish to find it. From September, every child will be issued with a locker. To keep this
locker secure for additional safety, there is the option to purchase a key, the cost to hire a locker key for the academic
year will again be £5 with a replacement charge for any lost key.
The school is not responsible for any valuable items brought onto the site.
Please take care of your own belongings!

Pupil Premium Eligibility
Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for Pupil Premium funding. By applying for Free School Meals
(whether your child decides to have them or not), school will receive additional funding in the form of Pupil Premium for
your child. This is an invaluable source of income to school in times when budgets are being drastically reduced.
If you think you may be eligible to claim Free School Meals and would like us to help you with your application, please
contact the school reception. To apply online use the link https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educationalawards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx or email freeschoolmeals@staffordshire.gov.uk for more
information.

Clubs
After-School clubs will start again in September.
There will be a new programme available, and a
letter will go out once we have more information.

FAREWELL
At the end of this Summer term we say a
sad farewell to Mr Tilley and Mrs Weaver
who will be moving on to pastures new!
Mrs Miller will also be moving up to the
high school as part of the new Central Finance Team.

Equipment
Don’t forget to bring the correct stationery/
kit with you when we return in September.
It is essential that you are fully prepared for
lessons, handing out
equipment or PE kit to
students can take up a lot of
time delaying the lesson and
resulting in a loss of learning
time.
All kit and uniform should be
labelled.

We wish them well and hope they enjoy their new ventures!

First Day Absence
It is important that on the first
day of your child’s absence, you call
or leave a message before 9.00am
with the school reception
explaining the reason for the
absence.
Many thanks!

SUMMER READING
Don’t forget to share your reading this summer.
Check out BOB (Books only Blog) on the school website
(student area/library) to see what everyone else is
reading.
Email your comments and share
your books with BOB
bob@ch-pb.com

SOS – Save Our Spoons!
Online parent support group, SOS - Save Our Spoons (formerly South Staffs CAMHs Online Parent Support
Group), has been given a makeover – just in time for summer! Save Our Spoons offers a safe and supportive
environment for families of children with a mental health need living in the South Staffs area to get support.
Families always come first, and Chanté (Senior Parent Peer Supporter) and Bethan (Mental Health Practitioner)
love to welcome new faces and volunteers.
We offer support, wellbeing activities, guest speakers and topics for learning such as Autism, sleep hygiene,
anxiety, depression, digital wellbeing, self-harm, self-care, local services and much, much more!
Why the Spoons?!
We’re proud to call ourselves a service that works with and listens to our families. In a nutshell, the idea is
that everyone starts the day with twelve spoons and different activities use up different numbers of spoons
before we run out and need to recharge our batteries. But people whose children have additional needs, such
as a physical or mental health need, start the day with far fewer spoons. It’s no wonder so many families in
our group feel like they are running on empty!
We began to regularly hear phrases like ‘I’m low on spoons today!’ or ‘I’ve got no more spoons left to give.’
Hence, Save Our Spoons was born (we liked the acronym too!).
What do Our Families Think?
We regularly ask for feedback from our families to ensure that we are meeting their needs. Here’s what some
of our parents had to say:
‘It’s good to be able to give feedback. It felt good to have a voice. I think parent support is vital, and
any groups that offer this are very needed and help the family as a whole.’
‘Having options for online
‘I found it a useful networking
‘It’s the highlight of my week!’
sessions seem to really help.’
session.’
I want you to know how thankful I am, and how brilliant I think the sessions have been. The
support from yourselves and the other mums has been wonderful.’
How Do I Join or Find Out More?
Currently, we offer our group Wednesdays in term time, 01:00 PM – 02:30 PM. You can register to join the
group on Zoom in advance using this link or by using our QR code:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUof-6tpjkqHdddk6tg8t0Vz7A2_-jcJg62
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Get in touch via email or on any of our social media channels:
Email: CAMHSParentSupport@mpft.nhs.uk
Twitter: SOS - Save Our Spoons @CamhsFamilyMPFT
Facebook: SOS Save Our Spoons @CamhsFamilyMPFT
Instagram: SOS - Save Our Spoons camhs.familympft
Website: http://camhs.mpft.nhs.uk

Reminder: Students return to
school on Wednesday 7th
September 2022 for the start of the
Autumn term.

Note on uniform : short,
stretchy cotton skirts are
NOT permitted.

Registered Attendance
Please note students should not be on the school
premises before 8.30am
Lates: Students coming to school after the first
bell at 8.40am will receive a late mark. It is
important that students arrive at school on
time. If students arrive after the register has
closed at 9.05am they will be marked with anunauthorised absence.
This will affect their overall attendance.

Dates for Your Diary 2022/ 2023
Wednesday 7th September

SCHOOL OPENS AFTER SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Thursday 8th September tbc

Whole School Photographs

Tuesday 13th September

Yrs 5&6 Flu Vaccinations / Yr 8 HPV Vaccinations

Wednesday 20th September

OPEN EVENING 6.00 to 8.00pm To be confirmed

Friday 30th October

STAFF TRAINING DAY

24th to 28th October

HALF TERM

Wednesday 2nd November

Data Reports out to parents

Monday 7th November

Year 5 &7 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm

Tuesday 8th November

Young Shakespeare Company—Macbeth production

Wednesday 9th November

Year 5 & 7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00pm

5th to 12th December

Scholastic Book Fair

tbc

Christingle Service at Holy Cross Church

Friday 9th December

Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 15th December

Christmas Dinner and Carol Service in school

19th December to 2nd January

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

Friday 17th February

STAFF TRAINING DAY

20th to 24th February

HALF TERM

Wednesday 1st March

Reports & Assessment Data out to parents

tbc

Ash Wednesday Service - Eucharist

Monday 6th March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm

Wednesday 8th March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00pm

3rd to 14th April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

8th to 12th May

SATs Week

Wednesday 24th May

Yr 8 HPV Vaccinations

29th May to 2nd June

HALF TERM

Thursday 8th June

Sports Day

12th to 14th June

Year 6 Residential to Standon Bowers

Thursday 15th June

Reserve Sports Dady

Friday 30th June

STAFF TRAINING DAY

12th to 14th June

Standon BowersYear 6 Residential

26th July to 1st September

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

MESSAGE FROM STAFF
We hope everyone has a wonderful Summer holiday, and to all returning students
enjoy your rest, stay safe, and we will see you in September ready for a new term.

