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Message from our Executive Headteacher
There may be a very loud sound of teachers and support staff exhaling with collective sighs of relief as
we approach the end of this summer term. I said last year that we had experienced a disrupted and
difficult year and, unfortunately, this year has been equally so.
A quick review of the year shows that students and staff have had to endure "bubbles", isolation, one
Alun Harding
way systems, sanitisation stations, online learning, lateral flow testing amongst a myriad of other
things. Yet, from all of this change and difficulty the staff and students have more than risen to the
Executive Headteacher
challenge. The key words for the year have been "adaptability, resilience and determination" because
these attributes have been shown in spades by all members of our community. I could not be more proud of how the team
at Bilbrook Middle School have excelled in the most challenging of circumstances. We have achieved so many things over
the course of the year (many of them outlined in this newsletter) and that's an enormous credit to the staff here.
Recent government announcements have outlined how schools will be operating from September and it appears as if we
will pretty much be back to normal. However, we all know that circumstances can change and plans along with them.
Therefore, I would urge all parents and guardians to keep a close eye on any communication we issue through the summer.
I hope that everyone has a restful summer break. I look forward to seeing you again in September.

NEW TIMINGS OF THE
SCHOOL DAY

SEPTEMBER 2021
RETURN TO SCHOOL
In September 2021, we are changing the structure of our
school timetable from 5 x 1hour lessons, to 6 x 50-minute
lessons (the start and end of the day will remain the same).
One of the reasons for this change is so that we can build in
an Enrichment session that will provide teachers time to focus
on teaching our children about mental health and wellbeing.
We will also be able to provide time for children to be outside
more and use the Mile track regularly and commence our new
Forest Schools work. We are looking forward to squeezing as
much learning as possible into each day!
UNIFORM / SPORTS KIT
Can you help? Do you have any good quality uniform or sports
kit that your child has outgrown or you no longer need? If
so, could you donate it to school? If you have, could you please
pop it in a bag and drop it off at Reception.
Many thanks.

Governors’ News
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This term I have been able resume my meetings with staff in school, rather than on-line or by telephone. Consequently, I have
experienced the rigorous safety measures for welcoming visitors and it was so good to be back!
Bilbrook Middle is a very special place – from the warm welcome offered when you enter the building into Reception, to the
calm, purposeful and happy atmosphere that pervades every classroom and corridor. In ‘normal’ times, I visit many schools as
part of my job, so I am in a good position to make comparisons.
In addition to meeting with Mr Tilley, I’ve had individual meetings with the subject leaders for Science, Geography and English.
They explained how planning has been reviewed to allow for revisiting key aspects of learning so that skills can be applied and
knowledge is retained.
I met with Mrs Crowther who has responsibility for planning, monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of Pupil Premium
funding. She also leads on initiatives to identify and meet the needs of more able students.
The high quality of a full timetable delivered through ‘on-line’ teaching at Bilbrook, during lockdown periods and at times
when year groups or classes have needed to isolate at home, is evidenced by good progress across all subjects and year
groups. Since the full reopening in March of this year, staff have been swift to identify any ‘gaps’ in students’ learning and to
implement a wide range of strategies to address these.
Given the enormous challenges which all schools have faced since March 2020, I continue to be in awe of what our leaders,
teachers and support staff have achieved during this time. The school’s regular posts on its Facebook pages give a real insight
into the focus on providing a broad and rich curriculum (along with supporting students’ well–being) in lessons, at lunchtimes
and after school.
I would like to wish Year 8 well for next term, along with any other students who are leaving us. You will all be missed.
In the meantime, I hope everyone enjoys a restful and well deserved summer break.

Andrea Dawson
Chair of Governors

GDPR CCTV

- for your information

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is designed to strengthen the privacy
laws governing the handling of personal data.
Bilbrook Middle School uses closed circuit television (CCTV). The images produced
can be used to prevent or detect crime and to monitor the school buildings and
grounds, in order to provide a safe and secure environment for its pupils, staff and
visitors, and to prevent loss or damage to school property.
Any person whose image is recorded on the CCTV system has the right to seek and
be supplied with a copy of their own personal data from the footage, with images of
other people redacted as necessary. Recorded footage is stored for no more than 10
days.
For further information, please refer to our CCTV Policy on the school website.

First Day Absence
It is important that on the
first day of your child’s
absence, you call or leave a
message before 9.00am
with the school reception
explaining the reason for
the absence.
Many thanks!

Farewell Year 8

…. to students who are now about to embark on a new chapter in their lives! Unfortunately,
due to the enforced restrictions still in place this year, we have been unable to mark this event in the usual way so
to compensate we held a Moving On service in school as a way for us all to say goodbye to Year 8. Students were
awarded prizes for their achievements whilst at Bilbrook and videos were recorded by staff.
We really hope our leavers enjoyed this celebration and
that they will always remember their time here as very
special.
Whether you are going up to Codsall Community High
School into Year 9, or have decided to leave us to attend
other schools, we wish you all good luck and best wishes
for the future !

Leavers’ Poem
Goodbye old school

We’re going away
Goodbye old school
We’re leaving today

8EW

Goodbye to the teachers
Goodbye to you all
The classroom, the cloakrooms
The playground, the hall.
Goodbye old school
We’re going away.

8HB

Goodbye old school, we’ll miss you a lot
The din and the dinners
Believe it or not
We’ll miss you Miss
We’ll remember you Sir
When lessons have faded
And homework’s a blur.
Goodbye old school
We’ll miss you a lot.
Goodbye old school

We’ll never forget
The smell of the cloakrooms
With coats soaking wet.
The balls in the yard
The songs on the bus
We’ll think of you
Will you think of us?
Goodbye old school
We’ll never forget.
Goodbye old school
What more can we say
It’s Bon Voyage
It’s anchors aweigh!
The desks are quite empty
The classroom is bare
But our hearts are full
And you’ll always be there
Goodbye old school
What more can we say!

As a way to say good bye to Year 8 the group will venture out to Wolf Mountain
during the last week of term to acknowledge their time at Bilbrook Middle and
the fantastic effort from everyone in their final year of learning here.
Wolf Mountain is a climbing and caving centre based in Wolverhampton. Indoor
climbing is a sport that anyone can participate in. It is fun, challenging, thought
provoking and a unique form of exercise that requires balance, strength,
movement, co-ordination and the mental ability to stay focused in situations that
may take you out of your comfort zone.
We are sure everyone will have a great day participating in the various activities
such as Archery, Caving, Team building and Rock Climbing.
Well done Year 8, enjoy your day and make the school proud!

Great British Litter Pick - 28 May to 13 June 2021
Join Keep Britain Tidy and our community of #Litterheroes on our #MillionMileMission to clear litter from our
streets, parks and beaches. Because what is good for our environment is good for our mental and physical health too.
In the past 12 months our outdoor spaces and places have mattered to us more than ever before. So join in and show
some love for those special places that helped us through lockdown.
The Great British Spring Clean is a campaign with a simple aim: to bring people across the country together to clear
up the litter that blights our towns, villages, countryside and beaches. The idea is to inspire 400,000 people to get
outdoors, get active and help clear up the rubbish that lies around us. The growing army of #LitterHeroes who have
had enough of other people’s litter and are willing to do something about it.
Year 6 took up the challenge with the help of the “Friends of Bilbrook” and went out into the community on Thursday
10th June to clear the local streets, pavements and garages of rubbish. We collected numerous bags full as well as
some larger items found along the way like road signs! Some rubbish was dated over 20 years old!
The national event attempts to not only keep communities clean and tidy but also educate students about the
consequences to wild life and the environment from dropping litter. Year 5 learnt about the effects on the
environment as well as collecting information from the litter pick to use back in school in their lessons too. Together
we can make a difference and clean up the environment on our doorstep.
Well done Year 6! - Friends of Bilbrook remarked “You were a credit to yourselves and your parents!”
Keep Britain Green!

YEAR 6

As the students have behaved so well and showed amazing sportsmanship this
year, we treated them to an Inflatable day. Students took part in relay races on the
Inflatable obstacle courses and got to race on the bungee run.
Nothing gets people smiling quite like a little healthy competition. Perfect to test
skill, power and fitness, get the blood pumping and the laughs coming, this inflatable bungee run had everyone coming
back for more! As a teacher I have never had as much fun as I did on day as this. Seeing all the student’s and staff facial
expressions was great.
Thanks to all everyone who supported this event.

What an amazing sports day we had this term, all
students showed great sportsmanship and
determination to try their best and be kind to
others. A huge thank you to all staff and students
that made this day such a super successful day !!

Overall results WERE SO CLOSE

1st position - Total points scored 292 - Challenger
2nd position - Total points scored 288 - Endeavour
3rd position - Total points scored 269 Enterprise
4th position - Total point scored 261 - Discovery

Staff take up
the challenge
from the
students in a
game of tug of
war.
Honours came
out even,
eventually!!

We now have our Mile track installed!
This has been a joint venture with Lane Green and our children are now using
the track regularly to ensure that they are staying active! We know that
being active has many benefits to both our physical health and our mental
health, so whether children (and adults!) choose to walk or run it, they will
be improving their health and well being!
Running is the simplest, most natural exercise you can do, it's fun and social,
and it helps to teach the basics of a healthy lifestyle. We know that the
positive experiences we have at a young age shape habits for lifetime which is why it's so key to help young children enjoy getting active daily.

GARGOYLES By Year7
Year 7 students learnt about
different periods and styles of
architecture during lockdown
and now they are back in the
art room they are enjoying the
opportunity to create their own
3D clay gargoyle designs.
Here are some examples of
their work in progress.

GARDENING CLUB Over the last few weeks, Years 5 and 6
in Gardening Club and 8EW at lunchtime, have been clearing
and weeding the garden area ready for a variety of flowers and
vegetables to be sown.
We now have beans, tomatoes, courgettes, cabbages, lettuces and
potatoes already growing well. Due to the warm weather Year 8 have done a brilliant job of keeping them all watered. Those
in Gardening Club have also had a sunflower seed each to sow and grow and we will be holding a competition for the tallest.
We have also planted petunias outside Alfa Base which have certainly brightened it up .
If you have any spare cuttings or plants you would like to donate to the school that could be utilised by the Gardening Club
and enhance our already growing plot, they would be much appreciated.

RAISING
FUNDS
Our Geocache Club runs every Tuesday by Miss Schubert.
Geocaching is an outdoor recreational activity, in which participants use a
Global Positioning System receiver or mobile device and other navigational
techniques to hide and seek containers, called "geocaches" or "caches", at
specific locations marked by coordinates all over the world.
This term, Year 5 have been learning about the basics of Geochaching and
even found their first geocache in Jubliee Wood! They planned their
journey using maps and compasses. They then retrieved the cache, added
their names to the log book and returned it to the same place!
There are millions of geocaches hidden all over the world - probably some
near you right now. Get the free Official Geocaching app and start
finding…. please visit:
https://www.geocaching.com

for more information.

On Friday 2nd July Bilbrook joined with
Lane Green First School to raise funds to
purchase a life saving Defibrillator for the
site.
By wearing red and white, in recognition
of the recent event with the Danish
football player Christian Erikson, who
suffered a cardiac arrest on the pitch
during the Euros, we managed to raise an
amazing £430 from Bilbrook
The statistics in the use of a defibrillator
are amazing. If used in the first minute,
the survival rate can be as high as 90%
and 74% if used within 3 to 5 minutes,
showing swift medical action and having
close by access to a defibrillator really
makes all the difference.
As ever, we thank you for your kind
donations and for your support!!

Miss Schubert
Head of Year 5
What a first year at Bilbrook
Middle School Year 5 have had!
Not only have Year 5 had to adapt
to middle school life, but also with Covid restrictions
too. It’s been so refreshing to actually have a whole
term with very little disruptions to our learning.
Year 5 have had an amazing last term. We welcomed
Anaya into our class and Year 5 made sure she settled
in quickly and was made to feel welcome. Year 5 have
continued to work hard in all subjects and I’ve really
seen their confidence grow, particularly in Maths.
They also participated in their first ever Sports Day
at BMS. They impressed me with their sportsmanship
throughout the morning, cheering each other on and
competing in additional races to help Year 6 where
numbers were lacking. It was truly a fantastic
morning. They have also enjoyed their swimming
lessons this term. Their behaviour has been
exceptional, from walking to and from the leisure

centre, to their behaviour when swimming too – they
have really been super stars!
Their attendance is also phenomenal and it’s great to
see the number of children who have achieved 100%
attendance this term. Additionally, there are a
number of children who have achieved 200 or 300
house points – again a fantastic achievement for a
very strange first year at Bilbrook!
I will really miss having them as my form next year.
They are a superb tutor group and they support one
another as a team, in and out of class. I hope they will
all continue to thrive in Year 6. Thank you to parents
and carers for their continued support.
I hope 5ES and their families will have a relaxing, safe
and fun-filled Summer.

Miss Schubert

Miss Keane
Head of Year 6

packed full of fun competitive activities.
Well done!
We have managed to be one of the year groups with the most
house points this year with a lot of you hitting over 300! You
have also been so welcoming to our new arrivals and showing
off our fantastic school spirit and I am sure you will continue
to do so next year!

Well, year 6 we have made it to the
end of this crazy whirlwind of a year,
You have all worked so incredibly hard
this school year and I am so proud of Have a fabulous summer, enjoy a well-earned rest.
See you around next year!
each and every one of you. You have adapted so well to the
Happy holidays,
changes this year has brought to being in bubbles and online
learning. It has been so hard week after week picking my “let
your light shine award” as you have all been so amazing, keep
it up!
Thank you so much for making us all smile and making such a
strange time in our lives full of positivity and laughter, I have
loved being your tutor this year and enjoyed seeing you all
mature and be there for each other. You are definitely ready
for your next chapter moving on to year 7. You really pulled
together as a team and some of you became brilliant play
leaders and supported each other during sports day which was

Miss Lymer
Head of Year 7
Wow what a year it has been in and out
of lockdown, online and in school
lessons. I am proud of every single Year
7 with being so adaptable and
persevering through these difficult times.
It has also been a year full of exciting and fun activities from
inflatable day to raising money for school to have a defibrillator.
I have been super impressed with the team work and the class
spirit shown by Year 7 which has shone through during Sports
Day, Drama, PE lessons as well as Inflatable Day. Many students
have reached one hundred or two hundred house points which is
absolutely incredible! It has been very difficult to choose the ‘Let
your Light Shine Award’ each week, as within this last term
everyone has worked super hard and truly let their light shine
throughout their subjects.
It has been absolutely lovely to get to know all of Year 7 this

Miss Keane

year. I hope every single one of you have a fabulous and well
rested summer break and are ready to come back and continue
to let your light shine in Year 8.
Fingers crossed for some nice summer sun, enjoy many
adventures and the lifting of lockdown rules and come back in
September ready for the next school year.

Miss Lymer

showed during the day.
Mrs Weaver
Head of 8EW
8EW, what a year! Every challenge
that you have faced you have 'let
your light shine' and I am incredibly proud of you. You
have faced the changes to the way we operate and
learn. You have kept your incredible work ethic and
attendance throughout online learning. You rose to the
challenge. and kept smiling.
The kindness you have shown to one another during this
time has made me proud. You have really bonded during
this experience and will have made friends for life.
When school resumed , still not our normal way of
working, you did so with resilience and pride.
As a form group you really cheered each other on
during Sports Day and I am proud of the sportsmanship

I wish you all the best of luck for your future
endeavours. Keep your kind, caring and humorous
personalities (you always make me smile and giggle) and
you will achieve your goals.
I am proud to be your form tutor and to have seen you
grow and mature over the years. Good luck and continue
to 'let your light shine'.

Mrs Weaver

Mr Bakewell
Head of 8HB
What a year! I can’t emphasise enough how proud I am of
each and every one of my tutor group. The last two years have
been extremely
challenging. We have spent time in and out of school and you have still managed
to achieve so much—and all with smiles on your faces.
This academic year has been a little bit stop/start but you have still managed to raise
money for charity, produce excellent work across all subjects, improve behaviour and help others
across the school. 8HB had an amazing sports day representing their house groups and were
rewarded with an amazing inflatable day which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.
I want to wish everyone in 8HB all the luck in the world at the high school. You are
intelligent, interesting and polite students who have the opportunity to go on and achieve
anything you want in life. Keep in touch with us here at Bilbrook; we love to hear about your
accolades and achievements as you progress on your own journey through education and into
adulthood. Keep letting your light shine, 8HB!

Mr Bakewell

Locker Keys
All locker keys should be returned before the end of term. If you have not done so already, please can you return your
locker key to Miss Underhill. Failure to return your key will mean you have to pay for a replacement.
Please leave your locker as you would wish to find it. From September, every child will be issued with a locker. To keep this
locker secure for additional safety, there is the option to purchase a key, the cost to hire a locker key for the academic
year will again be £5 with a replacement charge for any lost key.
The school is not responsible for any valuable items brought onto the site.
Please take care of your own belongings!

Pupil Premium Eligibility
Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for Pupil Premium funding. By applying for Free School Meals
(whether your child decides to have them or not), school will receive up to £1,345 per year additional funding in the form
of Pupil Premium for your child. This is an invaluable source of income to school in times when budgets are being
drastically reduced.
If you think you may be eligible to claim Free School Meals and would like us to help you with your application, please
contact the school reception. To apply online use the link https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educationalawards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx or email freeschoolmeals@staffordshire.gov.uk for more
information.

Registered Attendance

Clubs
After-School clubs will start again in
September. There will be a new programme
available, and a letter will go out once we have
more information.

FAREWELL Mrs. Bickley
At the end of this Summer term we
say a sad farewell to Mrs Bickley who
has been a cleaner at the school for many years—she is
retiring after 25 years service !!
We wish her well and hope she enjoys some much
deserved rest and relaxation!

Reminder: Students return to
school on Friday 3rd September
2021 for the start of the Autumn
term.
Note on uniform : short, stretchy
cotton skirts are NOT permitted.

Please note students should not be on the school
premises before 8.30am
Lates: Students coming to school after the first bell
at 8.40am will receive a late mark. It is important
that students arrive at school on time. If students
arrive after the register has closed at 9.05am they
will be marked with an-unauthorised absence.
This will affect their overall attendance.

Equipment
Don’t forget to bring the correct stationery/ kit
with you when we return in September.
It is essential that you are
fully prepared for lessons,
handing out equipment or PE
kit to students can take up a
lot of time delaying the
lesson and resulting in a loss
of learning time.
All kit and uniform should
be labelled.

BILBROOK OPEN EVENING

Don’t forget there are many ways to make
contact and follow what is happening at
Bilbrook!

If Covid restriction allow, it is hoped Bilbrook Middle
School will be open to all prospective parents in
September (date to be confirmed).

E-mail:
office@bilbrookmiddle.com

A Virtual Presentation would be the alternative.

Website: www.bilbrook.com
Tel: 01902 840910

If you wish to arrange a individual visit please contact
us and we will be happy to show you round our great
school!
We look forward to you showing you all the wonderful
work we do here!

Twitter and Facebook :
@bilbrookmiddle

Follow us on Twitter

BILBROOK PSA
Unfortunately this year, due to
Covid restrictions, we have been
unable to hold any events in
school.
The support from all the parents who
kindly volunteered their time to help
organise and run events like film
nights and discos for our students in
school, is greatly appreciated. Your
kindness and generosity to help is
invaluable to enable us to arrange
these events and raise much needed
funds!
If you would like to join our Parent
Staff Association please come along
to our next meeting to hopefully be
held early in the Autumn term - date
to be advised later.

Due to popular demand Bilbrook Middle School PSA are hoping to, once again,
organise a Christmas Shopping Extravaganza for Saturday 4th December 2021
(Covid restrictions allowing)
Departing from Penkridge at 8.00am and Bilbrook at 8.30am stopping at Cheshire Oaks and into Chester Town Centre
with the coach leaving for home at approx 6.30pm.

The cost remains at only £12 per person! - Please
Tel: 01902 840910 or call in at the school office if you
would be interested in securing a place.

Spaces are limited — so don't delay, book today !!

Don’t forget to share your
reading this summer.
Check out BOB (Books only
Blog) on the school website
(student area/library) to
see what everyone else is
reading.
Email your comments and
share your books with BOB

bob@ch-pb.com

Dates for Your Diary 2021/ 2022
All events are subject to any new Government guidance and may change as required
Friday 3rd September

SCHOOL OPENS AFTER SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Wednesday 8th September

Dedication service for all new starters

Thursday 9th September

Whole School Photographs

Thursday 23rd September

OPEN EVENING 6.00 to 8.00pm To be confirmed

Friday 1st October

STAFF TRAINING DAY

Wednesday 20th October

Harvest Festival at Holy Cross Church

25th to 29th October

HALF TERM

Thursday 4th November

Assessment Data for Core Subjects out to parents
Flu Vaccinations—All Years

Monday 8th November

Year 5 &7 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm

Wednesday 10th November

Year 5 & 7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00pm

Tuesday 16th November

Level 3 Bikeability KS3

17th & 18th November

Level 2 Bikeability KS2

Wednesday1st December

OPEN MORNING 9.00 to 11.00am tbc

Thursday 2nd December

OPEN AFTERNOON 1.00 to 3.00pm tbc

Saturday 4th December

Chester Shopping Trip

Tuesday 14th December

Christingle Service at Holy Cross Church

Wednesday 15th December

Christmas Dinner and Christmas Fayre & Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 16th December

Carol Service in school

17th December to 3rd January

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

Monday 14th February

STAFF TRAINING DAY

21st to 25th February

HALF TERM

Wednesday 24th February

Reports & Assessment Data out to parents

Wednesday 2nd March

Ash Wednesday Service - Eucharist

Monday 7th March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm

Wednesday 9th March

Year 6 & 8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 to 6.00pm

Wednesday 9th March

Careers Morning

23rd to 25th March

Culmington Manor Year 8 Residential

11th to 22nd April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

W/C 9th April

SATs Week

30th May to 3rd June

HALF TERM

Friday 24th June

STAFF TRAINING DAY

29th June to 1st July

Standon BowersYear 6 Residential

MESSAGE FROM STAFF
We hope everyone has a wonderful Summer holiday, and to all returning students
enjoy your rest, stay safe, and we will see you in September ready for a new term.

