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Newsletter – December 2019
As we come to the end of our first term of the academic year it’s important for us to take
stock of the excellent work undertaken by each of the three schools within our
federation. Our students are so fortunate to have staff that will always go the extra mile
in ensuring that the students get the very best deal possible. A very brief summary of
some of the opportunities our students have this term would include:
Year 8 and Year 10 visits to the World Skills Show at the NEC
Charity "Bake Offs"
Theatre visits to see pantomimes, plays and to speak to authors
“Bikeability” sessions in both middle schools
"Helping Your Child" events at the High School with external speakers.
University visits for 6th formers
Visits to Birmingham Library for 6th formers
"Restart a Heart" training for pupils
Plane building group for pupils at Perton Middle, Bilbrook Middle and Codsall Middle

Alun Harding
Executive Headteacher

We also had a fantastic Key Stage 4 Presentation Evening at the High School to celebrate the many student successes of the
previous year. Our speaker, Matt Currall, was able to inspire the audience with his own story of success following his education at
Codsall High School.
We also celebrated the 30th anniversary of Perton Middle School in December. We were fortunate enough to have Gavin Williamson,
Secretary of State for Education (at the time of writing!) as our guest. He was bowled over with the pride and sense of belonging
the pupils have for Perton Middle School, especially during an unscripted question and answer session with the students!
As ever, I want to thank all involved in making the term such a success as well as the parents and carers who have taken the time to
write to us to thank us for the work undertaken across our schools. We will keep on pushing to be better and better each and every
day.
Finally, I’d like to wish everyone a happy and restful Christmas and New Year and I look forward to seeing everyone in 2020.

Dick Whittingtton Pantomine
On 10th December, the whole of Bilbrook Middle journeyed to the Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton; to watch
the popular pantomime, Dick Whittington. Featuring Sue Pollard as the Rat Queen and Ryan Thomas as Dick
Whittington, the production lasted two hours. Our visit happened to fall on the anniversary of the Grand
Theatre being open 125 years. In the story, Whittington, along with a talking cat Tommy, embark on a journey to
London. Here they are accused of stealing from Mr Fitzwarren and his daughter, Alice . Then, in order to clear
his name, Whittington adventures to Morocco where he falls in love with Alice. In my opinion, I enjoyed the
pantomime very much: especially the character Lazy Jack, who performed an A to Z impression show! He was
extremely talented to perform so many different voices – Elvis Presley was my favourite. I also loved the fact
that the audience could participate in the show (selected audience members were invited on stage to play instruments with the
cast during ‘I am a music man’). The pantomime, Dick Whittington - as a whole - is a very entertaining show and is great for all to
watch. By Tara Hill 7EW

David Baddiel at The Grand Theatre
On the 15th November we were lucky enough to be invited along with 1000 other school
children to the Grand Theatre to a 'Meet the Author' event. All of year 5, 6 and 7 went to
listen to David Baddiel talk about his new children's book Taylor the Turbochaser. David
had us entertained for over an hour with extracts from his new book, how he comes up
with his ideas for books and even came into the audience to ask the children questions.
We would like to give a huge thank you to Wolverhampton Grammar School who hosted
the event and gifted all of our students a hardback copy of Taylor the Turbochaser for
them to enjoy.

F o r Yo u r I n f o r m at i o n . . .
Governors’ News – December 2019
As a Church of England school Bilbrook Middle benefits from additional advice and support from a Christian Distinctiveness
Adviser. Her recent visit focused on how our Mission Statement should describe ‘who we are’, ‘what we do’ and ‘how we do it’.
Our motto, ‘Let Your Light Shine’ underpins all aspects of what the pupils and staff here aspire to. During her visit the Adviser asked
to speak with a group of students to verify what we (governors and staff) were telling her about our school’s climate, ethos, values,
behaviour and attitudes. They were a credit to the school, to you (their parents and carers) and to themselves! They knew the
importance of Bilbrook Middle’s approach and response to the total well-being of the school and everyone involved with it,
including:
Showing love and respect for all individuals and their families.
Valuing all contributions in whatever form.
Fostering and showing fairness in all situations.
Talking about what is right and what is wrong.
Always trying to be honest.
Being welcoming, listening and supporting.
Generating fun, happiness, curiosity and discovery.
Always being kind and considerate and understanding.
Being respectful of and interested in other cultures and beliefs.
Understanding the need for times quiet, peace and reflection.
I would like to thank them for being such good advocates of this school. I feel very proud to be associated them.
Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year
Andrea Dawson
Governor

First Day
Absence

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
DECEMBER 2018

Santa at the Moat
On Saturday 21st December, Father Christmas will be coming to the Moat; to meet young people who enjoy the magic of
Christmas, enjoy a twilight walk, meet Father Christmas and enjoy cookies and hot chocolate, there are additional
options to take part in a Christmas craft session and Christmas story time. Dress code PJ’s or casual!
Tickets are £10 or £15; Pre-Booking is essential, please give us a call.

Holiday activities are open to all young people of all abilities/disabilities.

Please book your place by calling 01902 372441 or
emailing moat@albrightontrust.org.uk
For more information visit

CONTACT US Tel: 01902 840910
Email: office@bilbrook.staffs.sch.uk

It is important that
on the first day of
your child’s
absence, you call
or leave a message
before 9.00am with
the school
reception
explaining their
absence.
Many thanks.

In line with safeguarding procedures, please inform
the school of any change to your child’s emergency
contact details.

Follow our social media pages to keep up to date with school news and events, as well as updates and
photos of how our students are letting their ‘light shine’.

@bilbrookcemiddle

@bilbrookmiddle

Litter is a blight on the landscape which affects Bilbrook as it does everywhere else in the country. Friends
of Bilbrook hold regular community litter picks in the village in association with Bilbrook Parish Council, in
November students from Years 5 and 6 joined members to carrying out their own Eco– Warrior mission!
Did you know, it can costs the UK taxpayer nearly £1Bn a year to clear up litter? Imagine what better things
that money could be spent on? Over the past years, The Friends of Bilbrook have collected more than 400
bags of rubbish. Together, we continue in the pursuit of creating a clean and healthy Bilbrook for all
residents.

MATHEMATICS
INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION
In November, we entered an International
Tournament on TTRockStars called Rock Out 2019.
It's a multiplication game when you have to answer
as many questions as you can in one minute.
The children worked hard all week getting as many
points as they could in and out of lessons - some
children were giving up breaks and lunches to gain
points for the school as well as logging on outside of
school.
There are approximately 14,000 schools worldwide
who use TT RockStars and we managed to finish
274th overall. This is an amazing achievement to
finish in the top 2% of the world !!
Well done Bilbrook—let’s see if we can beat that
next year !!

Maximum Speed Limit
Please be considerate when driving on our
school site. There is a maximum speed limit
of 5pmh. It is important to remember
there are young children around at the
start and end of the school day !!

“Bin It” Assembly
The “Bin It” Roadshow theatre group visited our school to educate
everyone on how to dispose of our products in the right way. The
project is sponsored by the Mars Wrigley Company and is committed
to helping create an environment free of litter. This commitment
includes constant work to support education in the importance of
responsible litter disposal, especially chewing gum. Teaching pupils
about correct litter disposal helps them learn that they can have a
positive influence on their environment by helping to reduce the
amount of litter around them. Students who learn about the need to
reduce litter become more caring about their environment and gain
heightened social responsibility. The
performance was an engaging in-school
event allowing us all to see the impact of anti
-social behaviour, such as the consequences
of dropping gum!

Lates

Some students are coming to school after the first bell at

8.40am. It is important that students arrive at school on time. If
students arrive after the register has closed they will be marked with
an-unauthorised absence. This will affect their overall
attendance.

WHAT’S ON IN SCHOOL...
CHARITY UPDATES:
Staff and students rallied to help celebrate and raise awareness for Children in Need, by running our always very successful cake
sales. Through the generosity of cakes donated, we managed to raise over £60.00 in total to add to the staggering amount
raised nationally on the evening, all of which will help provide vital necessities to young Children in Need.
Mr Tilley joined students from Bilbrook Middle, to attend the Remembrance Service at Holy Cross Church.
After a touching and thoughtful service a minute’s silence was held at the War Memorial. Students laid a poppy wreath in
memory of the people who have lost their lives in conflict. In school we sold poppies and other related goodies for the
Royal British Legion Appeal.

Anti-Bullying week -11th to 15th November
The theme for this year's Anti-Bullying Week was “Change Starts With Us”.
The aim is to show that small changes can make a big difference.
Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, bullying has a significant impact on a child’s life well in to adulthood. By
making small, simple changes, we can break this cycle and create a safe environment for everyone. Because together, we can
challenge bullying. Change starts with a conversation. It starts with checking in. It starts with work together.
In school Mrs Ward led an assembly using dominoes to show the knock-on effect one small act can have. We also celebrated the
theme with an “odd socks day”
The initiative goal is to inform school, children, parents and carers to know that it takes a collective
responsibility to stop bullying. We wanted to create empowering, positive messages addressing the
fact that when it comes to bullying CHANGE STARTS WITH US!

WORLD SKILLS UK

Harvest Festival Donations 2019
Message from The Well
“Thank you so much for your generous support during this
year’s Harvest Festival season. The amount of food/
toiletries donated by the school totalled 36.9kg.
The need for food and toiletry parcels is greater than ever.
Last year (2018/19) proved to be our busiest since we
started in 2006. We dealt with 4270 requests for parcels
and provided food/toiletry parcels to 9475 individuals.

In giving hope to others through your generosity, may
you in return, know the love, joy and peace that
comes from Jesus, the source of all hope. “

Year 8 visited the NEC Birmingham for the nation’s largest
experiential skills and careers event. Covering the area of nine
football pitches, and divided into four areas, each provided a
focus on particular industry sectors: Construction &
Infrastructure; Health, Hospitality & Lifestyle; Digital,
Business & Creative; Engineering & Technology.
Leading employers offered our students” have a go
experiences” at something they’ve never done before by
trying hands-on job-related skills. There was the option to
experience a wide range of activities like TV production,
demolition simulation, virtual welding, floristry and 3D
modelling and much more!
Students had the opportunity to get impartial one-to-one
guidance on career routes and jobs from National Careers
Service and National Apprenticeship Service and advice on
options that are available, such as work experience,
apprenticeships, and jobs. Independent careers advisors were
also on-hand to give 1:1 expert advice.
Our students were extremely well behaved and tried many
new activities and skills.
Thank you to Mrs Allen and
Mr Tilley for helping out on
the day.
Mr Bakewell

What is Christingle? The Moravian Church established Christingle in 1747 as a symbol of Christ’s light and
his love for all people. The Children’s Society introduced it to the Church of England in 1968 and it is now
a popular, much-loved family event for Christians.
Year 5 prepared the Christingles for our service in church on Tuesday 17th December The orange
represents the world and the red ribbon around the orange is the blood and love of Christ. The dried fruit
and sweets on 4 cocktail sticks are the four seasons, the fruits of the earth and God's good gifts. The
lighted candle is for Jesus, the Light of the World.

MORE SCHOOL NEWS...
BILBROOK

Bilbrook Christmas Lights

On Friday 29th November Bilbrook Middle School students sang carols and
festive songs at Bilbrook Christmas Light Switch on.
Everyone performed brilliantly, we were so proud of them all!! A well deserved
congratulations and a big thank you to all students and parents who supported
on the evening!
Our Choir: Jake Ball, Mia Cummings-Jones, Rose Fletcher, Rueben Wade, Kyle Spencer,
Holly Dallas, David Mann-Ray, Emily Myatt,

Lichfield Cathedral Tree Decorating
Mrs Lee has been working with children throughout November to make
decorations for the Lichfield Christmas Tree Competition.
Our theme was “Eco Friendly” and the Christmas decorations were made from
salt dough (1 cup of flour, 1/2 cup of salt and 1/2 cup of water).
The tree was decorated on 2nd December and will be on display in Lichfield
Cathedral all throughout December. If you visit- remember to vote for our tree!
Well Done Christmas Craft Club and thank you for all your hard work. Thank to
students would gave up their free time during lunches to make the decorations
and the wonderful job they did in decorating the tree at the Cathedral.

COME AND JOIN US !!
You are invited to our annual Christmas Fayre on Wednesday 18th December starting at 1.15pm.
Children have been working in their house groups to come up with imaginative ideas for stalls at this
year’s event. The aim is to demonstrate their “Enterprise Skills” including problem solving, teamwork,
creativity, decision making, organising and planning, financial literacy, effective communication and
product design. Everyone has been working hard during the last week of
term to produce goods and come up with projects that can raise funds for
their chosen charity.
The students have managed to come up with some new and exciting ideas
this year; decorating biscuits, Snowball Pong, Santa’s photo booth, Elf on
Shelf , maths games, even Rudolph Hula and much much more!
Come along and join us and meet members of our Parent Staff
Association who will be serving festive refreshments too!

Christmas Jumper Day
Bilbrook signed up again this year to the Christmas Jumper Day. It
might seem silly, but by popping a pullover on and donating £1 to
“Save the Children”, we raise vital funds to help solve some very
serious problems around the world and help save children’s lives.
So… join the wooly revolution—it’s a fantastic opportunity for
some end of term festive fun. Our Wear a
Christmas Jumper Day will be held during the last
week of term.
We thank every-one for supporting this event!

Our Festive Book Fair and Reading Cafe
was on Thursday 5th December – it was great to
see children visiting the Book Fair, even better
when they were with a parent, carer or even a
younger sibling.
There were mince pies and hot drinks to get us
all into the festive mood. It was a great
opportunity to get some early
Christmas gifts.
We managed to raise an
amazing £385 and for each book
that was bought , the school
receives free books for our
library!

Large Schools Football Tournament – Thursday 10th October
On Thursday 10th October, a group of Year 5 and 6 boys attended the large schools football tournament at
Codsall High school. This is the first year we have entered a team into this competition and were playing
against the larger local middle schools: Codsall Middle, Perton Middle, Brewood and Penkridge. The boys
played really well and managed one win! The boys were perfectly behaved and showed excellent sportsmanship
throughout. Thank you to all the parents/carers who came along in the wind and rain to support the team!
Small Schools Football Tournament – Thursday 7th November
On Thursday 7th November, our school football team were once
again involved in a football tournament at Codsall High School.
This time it was the small schools tournament where we played
against schools who have around 100 children in KS2. We played
games against Havergal, All Saints, St. Johns, St. Bernadettes
and Corbett. The team finished fourth overall, managing one win,
three draws and one defeat. The boys were only seconds away
from a second win
which would have
meant we would have
been placed second
overall! Again, the boys were perfectly behaved and showed great
sportsmanship. Thank you to everyone who came to support the
team; it’s always appreciated, specially in the freezing cold!
Teams: Callum Twardun, Marley Ditton, Connor Scriven, Lance Howell, Alex
Read, Matthew Nicolson, Cameron Clarke, Sam Fewtrell-Harrison, Oscar
Downes, Vish Ralhr, Joe Watkins, Cameron Clarke

1st
YEAR 7

Java / Oberon

YEAR 8

Vector

2nd

Java

3rd

4th

Matrix

Vector

Matrix

Oberon

Students that have not competed for the school before or regularly, were invited
to take part in an Inclusion Sporting event held at Codsall High School I
t was an amazing opportunity to show off their skills and get involved in some
non-traditional sports like seated basketball and badminton. Our students really
let their light shine and were incredibly well behaved. Thank you to all the
parents and carers that came along to support and cheer them on!

Years 7 and 8 spent a morning taking part in
an Interhouse Dodgeball Tournament. It was
a Round Robin competiton where all four
houses played each other in their individual
year. The morning was full of enthusiasm
and house rivalry to see who would come
out on top, everyone entered into the spirit
of the event and had loads of fun !
To add additional housepoints, Years 5 and 6
had a broomstick swimming race relay
during their time spent at the Leisure Centre

WHAT IS COMING UP ...
After School Clubs Please note at the beginning of the
Spring term, your child will be given a new clubs letter.
There will be a change of clubs available and the response
should be completed with the new choices and returned to
school. There will be no clubs during the first week back at
school.
Once your child has gained a place at
a club, they must attend every week.
If they can not attend for any reason
they must ensure they have informed
the club leader of their absence as we
have a duty of care to 3.45pm

VALENTINE SCHOOL DISCO
Our next disco will be on Monday 10th
February 6.00 to 7.30pm £2.00 payable on the
door!
There will be dancing and refreshments !
If you are able to help with this or any other
event our Bilbrook PSA arrange, please let us
know!

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2019
Sunday 22nd December
Reminder:
Students return to school on Monday 6th January
2020 for the start of the Spring term.

A Happy Christmas
everyone!

4pm Carols Around the Tree
(followed by mince pies & mulled wine)
Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service
11pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
9am Communion
10.45am Christmas
Family Communion

Miss Schubert

Year 5
Year 5’s and my first term is nearly at end and what a first term it’s been!
Both myself and the children have had a massive learning curve with our new start at Bilbrook Middle. All of
the children have settled in superbly well and I am really impressed with how well they have coped with
such a big change.
Moving up to a new school is a big step for all children but particularly for those who didn’t have any friends
coming along with them. However, all children have mixed really well, maintaining their old friendships, but embracing the new
ones too.
Most students are now into the swing of things and are remembering their planners, equipment and homework. Thank you to
parents and carers for helping support their children by making sure they are continuing their learning at home and checking their
diaries for any notices.
We have had a really exciting first term. We’ve been Eco Warriors, cleaning up the local area and finding lots of interesting things
along the way! We’ve also been to The Grand Theatre to see and hear David Baddiel read extracts from some of his novels and
receive a copy of his current book, ‘The Taylor Turbochaser’. I was also so impressed with the children’s attitudes and enthusiasm
when we were visited by Dr Josh Worch and Connor Stubbs from the University of Birmingham who educated us about plastic and
how they are working hard to create more environmentally friendly alternatives. We also have our first class assembly and we will
be leading the Christingle Service in the last week of term. We have been busy!!!
I would also like to thank the children who gave up their time to help me on our Open Evening, you really ‘Let Your Light Shine’!
A fantastic start to your Bilbrook journey, 5ES! Wishing all students and their families a relaxing and fun-filled Christmas. Make
sure you relax and rest so you are ready for another action packed Spring Term!

.

Miss Keene
Year 6

Miss Keene

6AK what can I say, you have had such a lovely start to the academic year and I am so proud to be your
form tutor. I can’t wait to carry on when we come back. You have all worked so hard over the last few
months and have shown real resilience in everything you have done. I am super proud of every single
one of you as you have all contributed amazingly in one way or another. We have had our first assembly
of the year on advent and I know it can be nerve racking but I think you led and represented Y6AK
incredibly well. We were so lucky and all had a lovely time going to see David Baddiel and we even received a copy of his brandnew book, which I know a lot of you have enjoyed reading!
I am so proud of the enthusiasm you all have shown at the start of this academic year. Especially for all the house points you
have been earning! Well done to those who have hit 100 house points! I look forward to seeing them shoot up when we come
back.
I would also like to say a massive well done to all of those who have represented the school at the various off-site sporting
events. Well done and keep up the good work!
I always find it so hard to pick the ‘Let your light shine’ award every week as so many of you are always letting your light shine
and being the best, you can be every single day. I would like to congratulate all the students who have already received ithe
award this year and let the ones who haven’t had it yet know that it will be coming your way very soon so keep doing what you
are doing! You all make me so proud and I can’t wait to carry on rewarding you all when we come back!
You have all worked so hard and made me so proud to be your form tutor! Have a lovely relaxing break ready to come back
with even more motivation and determination!
Merry Christmas 6AK!
I hope you and your families all have a fabulous Christmas and a lovely New year! See you all next year!

Mr Bakewell
Head of 7HB

This is the first time since
joining Bilbrook Middle that I
have been a year group tutor,
rather than a house tutor. It’s
been a great experience and I think Year 7 have
worked brilliantly to welcome the new children into
the school, especially seeing as we have had so
many new faces join us. The whole tutor group has
worked hard all year, collecting housepoints and
raising money for a variety of charities.
Behaviour and attendance in 7HB have been
excellent and I look forward to both areas

improving further in the Spring term. The level of
work produced by 7HB across all subjects has been
great to see and it’s been so nice to see so many of
the tutor group standing up on a Friday,
celebrating their work and achievements.
I hope all 7HB, as well as the rest of the school,
have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Don’t forget to make time for our friends and
family throughout the time off school. See you in
2020!

Mr Bakewell

‘100 club’.
Mrs Weaver
Head of 7EW

Wishing 7EW, your families and the rest of the
school, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

7EW what a term!! I would
like to start by congratulating Christmas Joke:
our new starters on
What do Santa's little helpers learn at school?
completing and excelling in
The elf-abet!
their first term with us; thank you to rest of the
form for making them feel welcome and helping
them settle in. You have all ‘let your light shine’ by
demonstrating the principles of friendship,
kindness, charity and loyalty.
Since September you have worked well as a form
collecting housepoints and raising attendancemany weeks we have achieved top attendance in
the school! I would like to congratulate Tyrell
Watkiss and Ethan Stokes for achieving 100
houspoints before Christmas- well done!! I am sure
that between writing this a few more will join the

Mrs Allen
Year 8

Mrs Weaver

Mrs Allen

What a great start to the academic year ! It is lovely to have all the Year 8s together as a form and
I am sure they are enjoying being together for their final year at Bilbrook, even though it is a
squeeze sometimes!
We had a fantastic day out at the Skill’s show in Birmingham . All the children enjoyed the experience and gained a lot of
knowledge from the different opportunities there on display. The pantomime was also a great day out , especially for those
who had not been before.
A big thank you to Morgan, Emaan , Harry, Chloe, Paige, Tiarnah, Issy, Kadi, Shoshauna and Alfie who led the Year 8
assembly for this term on Anti-Bullying so eloquently . I was very proud of their sensible, independent , resilient attitude in
arranging this. The rest of the year have their opportunity in the next two terms. They are all
obtaining many housepoints and definitely letting their light shine.
I would like to wish 8JA and all their families a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Enjoy the holiday and see you all in 2020!!

Details correct at the time of going to print - Latest information on the school website
20th December to 5th January 2020

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

Wednesday 22nd January

PSA Meeting 3.15pm

Monday 27th January

Young Voices Concert in Birmingham

Tuesday 11th February

JLR Women in Technology—Year 8 Girls
Careers Fair at Codsall High School—Year 8

Wednesday 12th February

Book Fair in School

Friday 14th February

All Years Review Grades to parents

17th to 21st February

HALF TERM

Monday 24th February

STAFF TRAINING DAY

Tuesday 25th February

Year 7 & 8 Parents’ Evening 3.30 to 5.30pm

Wednesday 26th February

Eucharist in school—Ash Wednesday

Thursday 27th February

Year 7 & 8 Parents’ Evening 4.30 to 6.30pm

Tuesday 3rd March

Careers Morning

Thursday 12th March

Year 8 Options Evening at Codsall High School

tbc

Easter Service at Holy Cross Church

25th to 27th March

Year 8 Residential to Culmington Manor

6th to 17th April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 4th May

Year 8 Leavers photos

Friday 8th May

BANK HOLIDAY

11th to 15th May

SATs Week Year 6

Tuesday 19th May

Year 8 HPV2 Injections

tbc

Pentecost Service at Holy Cross Church

20th to 22nd May

Chasewater residential visit—Year 6

Thursday 21st May

Holes Performance at The Grand Theatre

25th to 29th May

HALF TERM

Wednesday 10th June

Sports Day

Wednesday 24th June

Induction Day 1 and New Year 5 Induction Evening

Wednesday 1st July

Induction Day 2

Friday 3rd July

All Years Reports out to parents

Thursday 9th July

Year 8 Graduation Evening

Tuesday 14th July

Moving On Service

Finally, we would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas
and a healthy and prosperous new year.

